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The Importance of Studying the Character of God 
      

 
  
 

In a Nutshell � Look to Jesus  
 

�Looking unto Jesus - the author and finisher of our faith.�  Hebrews 12:2 
 
 

 
Why study the Scriptures? 

 
Jesus: (Ye) search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they 
are they which testify of me.  And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life 
(John 5:39, 40). 
 
Ellen White, Testimonies Containing Letters to Physicians and Ministers, 1904  
�All deceptive dealings, all untruthfulness regardi ng the Father and the Son, by 
which their characters are presented in a false light, are to be recognized as 
grievous sins.� 

 
Which teachings are vital? 

 
Jesus: � It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I 
speak unto you, [they] are spirit, and [they] are life� (John 6:63).    
 
 
Ellen White, Pacific Union Recorder, 31 December, 1903 
�I am instructed to say to our people, Let us follo w Christ. We may safely discard all 
ideas that are not included in His teachings.�  

 
 
 

What determines our eternal destiny? 
 
Jesus: �Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.   No t every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of 
my Father which is in heaven (Matthew 7:20). 
 
Ellen White, Education, p 108 (1903)  
The harvest of life is character, and it is this that determines destiny, both for this 
life and for the life to come.  
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Preface 
The material contained in this book is presented as a personal theoretical opinion, formed 
by sincere and prayerful studies concerning the character of God.  The reader is free to 
form their own conclusions.  There has been no intention to insult, denigrate, vilify, or to 
create dissension or disillusionment with any particular views in regards to any sacred 
writings.   This material is released as the presentation of a theory - not to disturb or offend 
those who might reject the theory.  
 
The author of this book has not the intention to �throw out the Bible� or to cause others to 
discard the perfect principles of Christ’s life as found in the Bible.  To the contrary, the 
author exhorts the reader to dig deeply into the Bible, to search out the hidden things of 
God (1 Cor 2:7).  The searcher, however, may discover disharmony in the Bible, but this 
disharmony does not suggest that a fault lies with God or that God has not especially 
preserved His message of truth in the Bible.  Contradictions exist only because of 
humanity’s inability to understand and accurately portray God’s character. 
 
Men who were moved by the spirit of Christ to describe spiritual things - to the best of their 
human ability - still failed to understand or describe the true extent and depth of the loving 
character of God as seen in Jesus Christ.   In their best attempts to write material to 
portray the character of God, humanity could not but fail when they inadvertently put their 
own concepts of God into their writings.  These faulty concepts appear to be a direct result 
of their interaction with the surrounding pagan nations, of which either they conquered and 
enslaved or by whom they were themselves conquered and taken into foreign captivity.  
History is replete with examples of religio-political governments which manipulated their 
societies for political gain by use of �divine legislation� which was authorised and recorded 
by �divine-kings�. Thus pagan theology and politics conceivably, many times, inadvertently 
influenced Israelite society and its sacred writings. In contrast, God�s government utilised 
no manipulation or force.  God�s system of government - perfect love- was demonstrated 
perfectly by Jesus Christ.  The Son of God revealed exactly, the Father’s loving character 
and proved that unfailing love is the foundation upon which His holy commandments are 
based.   
 
Hebrews 1: 2 
�God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by 
the prophets, (2) Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son.�  
 
Christ’s life and words clarify confusing Biblical statements for they are aligned with 
the loving standard upon which ALL spirits and writings must be tested � the 10 
commandments � which are the very essence of the Fa ther’s character.  
 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p 52 
�The law of God is as sacred as God Himself.  It is a revelation of His will, a 
transcript of His character, the expression of divine love and wisdom.�  
 
Desire of Ages, p 19; Gospel Workers (1892) p 125; Testimonies to Ministers, p 105 
�By coming to dwell with us, Jesus was to reveal God both to men and to angels. He was 
the Word of God,--God’s thought made audible.� �We cannot hold that a position once 
taken, an idea once advocated, is not, under any circumstances, to be relinquished. There 
is but one who is infallible, -- He who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life.�  
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Synopsis 
The objective of this book, the Assassination of God’s Character is to remind people that 
when searching for truth on any subject, the answer is found by looking to Jesus. While 
this strategy may seem over-simplified, it is ignored by many, if not most Christians. 
 
In an act of deliberate slander, Satan has supplied misinformation about the Creator so 
that the real divine Being has been unknowingly replaced in the world�s religions, by a 
false god. Many Christians simply do not know the character of the Father, because, unlike 
Satan, they fail to see it reflected perfectly in Jesus Christ.1 
 
The Creator is referred to in Acts 17:23 as �the Unknown God.�  While physically, no man 
has seen God at any time2, humanity has the opportunity to see God � in char acter � in 
the life and words of His Son3 and to come to a saving knowledge through an intelligent 
understanding of the great controversy between Christ and Satan. The battle rages 
because Satan has challenged the foundational principles of God�s government.  
Humanity has long been ignorant of the fact that Satan has deceived millions into believing 
that the principles of his own spiteful rule are those of God�s government.  The deception 
was brilliantly engineered so that God would be blamed for Satan�s evil and violent actions 
- and the vast majority of the world�s population has unknowingly believed that lie. 
 
The enemy�s attack is upon the Creator.  Ultimately, Satan�s desire is to dethrone God and 
in order to do so, the devil plans to completely control of minds of earth�s population. He 
has manufactured lethal lies about God�s perfect character and has dispersed these 
falsehoods throughout the world, in �holy books� and even as part of the sacred writings  -
under the guise of truth.  This is dangerous indeed, for if devout people believe that God 
commanded a certain action, they are less likely to question that action and more likely to 
obey it- regardless of that action�s morality and their own misgivings.4 (See objection #13 - 
regarding Abraham�s belief that God required the human sacrifice of Isaac in Genesis 22).  

                                            
1 Ellen White, R&H 29 October, 1895 �Satan saw the im age of God in the character and person of Jesus Christ.�  
2 John 1:18 
3 John 14:9 
4 God ordered parents’ deaths. "God told me to" kill his parents, Philip Badowsky, 22, 

testified. He read the bible before shooting his parents, then dismembered them with a 
chainsaw on Dec. 2,  Nixson, Tenn. Source: Chattanoogan.com, Dec. 10, 2004 

 "Act of obedience." Edwin B. Baxter, 33, of Oregon, was convicted in December of 
attempting to circumcise his 8-year-old son. The fundamentalist Christian, who sat with a bible 
in the courtroom, decided to circumcise his son on Sept. 3 after reading the Old Testament: "I 
had no reason to think I would be in violation of any of God’s laws. I felt it was an act of 
obedience." He put his son in a dirty bathtub on some towels and used a hunting knife, then 
called 911 when his son began bleeding profusely. His wife is pregnant with their 10th child. 
The boy recovered. Source: The Columbian, Dec. 8, 2004  

  Barbarous to barber. Umm Ali of Baghdad, Iraq, claims religious militants, whose strict 
reading of Islamic teachings requires that men wear long beards, killed her son for 
trimming men’s beards. On Jan. 27, Sadiq Abdul Hussein was cutting a customer’s hair 
when a man with a scarf over his face walked in the door and opened fire with an assault 
weapon, killing him and wounding his customer. Source: Associated Press, Feb. 7, 2005 

Abortionist must die. "The defendant’s attorney argued that the killing of those who performed 
abortions was ’consistent with biblical truth.�--The New York Times, Nov. 1, 1994 
http://ffrf.org/fttoday/2005/april/appleman.php    
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Many violent murders have been performed because it was believed by religious people, 
that �God� commanded these actions. 
 
 History attests that traditionally held beliefs suppose that God (�the gods�) have duel 
personalities; ie. They can behave in ways that are both good and evil. They can be nice 
but also nasty.  They can contribute both blessings if obeyed, but also curses if disobeyed. 
They can be happy, but also vengeful, wrathful and violently angry.  In short, the 
God/gods� characters are composed of love and lovelessness; of unselfishness, but also 
selfishness; kindness and cruelty; creators and saviours of life and yet destroyers and 
divine killers.  While �the gods� positive character traits are appreciated by humanity, the 
negative traits are not.  These powerful but wrathful gods are feared, and many offerings 
are required to appease their anger in a protective strategy so that the gods do not strike 
erring humans with death.  Curiously, these violent and wrathful acts of divine vengeance 
are considered �righteous� acts simply because a supposedly �divine� being commits the 
act.  These beliefs are firmly lodged in the vast majority of the world�s religions, penetrating 
even into the Christian religions and into their holy books.  Examples of these traditional 
beliefs are given in this book. 
 
In the world, there exist only two principles of action and government:  

• love (Unselfishness toward others in every situation i.e. Do unto others as you 
would like them to do to you, even at the risk of death to oneself); and 

• the absence of Love (Without love only selfishness remains and is shown against  
others at the betterment of self in every situation).   

 
The inhabitants of the world are invited by the Creator to logically examine these principles 
and to choose to give their allegiance to their chosen leader � either God/Christ or Satan.  
As they choose to follow the principles of their God/gods, human characters are formed in 
the image of their Master/master and thus their eternal destiny is determined. 
 
The Assassination of God�s Character examines the underlying principles of love which 
God declares governs His universe and how His divine character has been 
misrepresented by Satan. 
 
Ellen White, Review and Herald 29 October, 1895 
�Satan saw the image of God in the character and pe rson of Jesus Christ.� 
 
Ellen White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p 78  
�Satan is constantly at work, with intense energy and under a thousand disguises, 
to misrepresent the character and government of God. With extensive, well-
organized plans and marvelous power, he is working to hold the inhabitants of the 
world under his deceptions.�  
 
Does it seem logical that Satan would try desperately to prevent the inhabitants of this 
world from seeing the image of God in the character and person of Jesus Christ?  Jesus 
Christ is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  There is no other avenue of salvation than to 
come to the Father through Jesus Christ.  This being the case, it is logical to believe that: 

• Satan would place his greatest efforts into defaming God�s character, making this 
task his priority over all others?   

• Satan�s central goal would be to defame God�s character; 
• The lies about God�s character would be the central �doctrine� of Satan�s religion, 

upon which he would build all other evil actions and doctrines? 
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God � Is He as Good as We Think He Should Be?  
The Bible tells us that God is Love.  But does God love in every situation?  In the life of 
Jesus it can be readily seen, that this loving principle is applied in all His actions.  Christ 
announced and applied the Golden Rule of love in all situations i.e. He did to others, only 
those things which He would have wanted done to Himself.  
 
Matthew 7:12  
"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them."  
 
Dr Tim Jennings, 3ABN interview with SDA Pastor John Lomacang 
�When God created Adam and Eve in the Garden, He created them without fear. �Perfect 
love casts out fear.� They were created in perfect love. In this world there are two 
antagonistic principles at war.  God�s principle of self-sacrificing love which was summed 
up in Christ�s statement, �Greater love hath no man that he give his life for a friend� which 
means, �I love you so much, I will do anything for your health, your welfare, your good, 
including if necessary, I�ll give my life that you might live.�  Which is at war with Satan�s 
principles of fear and selfishness, commonly known today as, �survival of the fittest� which 
says, �I love myself so much, that I�ll do anything to promote myself, exalt myself, advance 
myself, including if necessary, kill you, that I might live.  Give my life that you might live.  
Kill you that I might live. These two principles are at war in this world right now and as we 
pursue the principle of self-exaltation, the principle of selfishness, survival of the fittest, it 
only incites more fear, more anxiety, more worry, more stress and so we�re out to get 
more, get more, the more we get, still not enough, we got to get more, we�re afraid we 
could lose it at any minute.  Perfect love however� .(unclear) When we stop looking to self 
and when we start caring about God and caring about others and we want to give to make 
others� lives better, we�re no longer concerned with what happens to ourselves.  And that 
prefrontal cortex sends a calming signal down to the amygdala.  The fear goes away and a 
merry heart doeth good like a medicine.� 
 
Dr Jennings explained perfectly that God simply cannot be 9/10th good and 1/10th evil.  
Jesus came to ’show us the Father’ (John 14:8, 9) and by looking to Jesus’ character, we 
can see that there is no evil, no violence in Him5, no limit to divine love.  
 
There has never been a time when God abandoned the divine principles of love � the 
Golden Rule.  There is never a situation where God’s laws of unselfish love must be put 
aside.  There is never a situation where God’s holy principle � His love - is not an effective 
response. There is never a time when the severity of a situation necessitates that God’s 
principles of love must be replaced and Satan’s principles applied. 
 
God always keeps His own commandments and never instructs anyone to break any of its 
principles. 6 
 

                                            
5 Just as the prophet Isaiah predicted, there was no violence in the Messiah, (Isa 53:9) who was 

the Son of God, so there is no violence in the Father. 
6 Matthew 7:12 "Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 

so to them." Matthew 22:37-40 �Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. (38) This is the first and great 
commandment. (39) And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  
(40) On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.� 
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The Father’s character is not a mixture of good and evil. God’s spirit - His pure, loving way 
of thinking, is the basis of His character. These principles of absolute and complete 
unconditional love are reflected in His law and His government and were demonstrated in 
the life of Jesus Christ.  
 
The principle of unselfish love, as seen in the law, was the principle with which Satan has 
attempted to find fault.7 
 
God originates life - not death and destruction.  Permanent death comes upon sinners as a 
consequence of sin which �reigns in your mortal body,� when the sin within them � joined to 
every cell in their �body of death� - destroys them (Romans 6:12, 23; 7:5, 24; James 1:15; 
Isaiah 33:11; Ezekiel 28:18; Isaiah 29:5.  See also video presentation by Dr Tim Jennings, 
3ABN interview with SDA Pastor John Lomacang). 
 
It is sin (a selfish spirt/mind) which reigns in the flesh/body, which brings forth permanent 
death.   
 
James 1:15 �Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is 
finished, bringeth forth death.�  
 
Romans 8:2, 3 "For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the 
law of sin and death. (3) For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin 
in the flesh:" 
 
Isaiah and Ezekiel also note that death is a �natural� consequence of sin.  Death is not a 
�curse� originating from God.  This message is repeated by AT Jones and EJ Waggoner in 
the 1888 message, and it was also related by Jesus in a vision to Ellen White. 
 
Satan has attacked the truth about God and has been maligning His character and law for 
over 6,000 years, attempting to credit God with the traits of his own satanic, evil character.  
He has sadly had marvellous success in his evil plan as many church doctrines reveal. Eg 
eternal hell fire punishment for the wicked; penance etc.  It is important to note that 
doctrines are formed AFTER a church has formed a judgment of God’s character.  
Righteous doctrines are formed based on a correct judgment or understanding of 
God�s character.  Faulty doctrines form from faulty conceptions of His character. 
 

                                            
7  Ellen White (2 statements), Signs of the Times, 16 Jan, 1896; and  22 Dec, 1914  

 �Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the 
law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could not keep 
the law, then there was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who are under the control of Satan 
repeat these accusations against God, in asserting that men can not keep the law of God. 
Jesus humbled himself, clothing his divinity with humanity, in order that he might stand as the 
head and representative of the human family, and by both precept and example condemn sin in 
the flesh, and give the lie to Satan’s charges.� #2 �Satan had declared that the law of God was 
faulty, and that the good of the universe demanded a change in its requirement. In attacking the 
law, he thought to overthrow the authority of its Author, and gain for himself the supreme 
allegiance. But through the plan of salvation, the precepts of the law were to be proved perfect 
and immutable, that at last only glory and love might rise to God throughout the universe, 
ascribing glory and honor and praise to Him that sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb forever 
and ever.� 
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The EG White 1888 Materials p 526, 527; Manuscript Release #1037; MS 25, 9 Jan, 1890 
�The Lord Jesus awakens an interest in man by encouraging him to draw nigh and 
become acquainted with His character.�  This is life eternal, that they might know Thee 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent’ [John 17:3].  We do not 
contemplate as we should the character of God.  ’God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life [John 3:16].  Although Satan has misinterpreted God’s purposes, 
falsified His character, and caused man to look upon God in a false light, yet 
through the ages God’s love for man has never ceased.�   
 
The 144,000 will ’know their God’ i.e they will know His character (Daniel 11:32).  Through 
Christ’s spirit in their minds, they will reproduce His character (Rev 12:17; Rev 14:1) and 
demonstrate to the universe that unselfish love is the only sane principle of government 
and more than sufficient for every situation. In fact, the experiment with sin will not be 
concluded until God’s character is revealed, in the person of Christ’s saints. 
 
Ellen White, 1 Testimonies for the Church, p 59  
�The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads were the words 
God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing Jesus’ new name. At our happy, holy 
state the wicked were enraged, and would rush violently up to lay hands on us to thrust us 
into prison, when we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, and they would 
fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue of Satan knew that God had 
loved us, who could wash one another’s feet, and salute the brethren with a holy kiss, and 
they worshipped at our feet.� 
 
While the wicked demonstrate the violent and selfish principles of Satan’s government, the 
144,000 demonstrate their Father’s spirit.  Just as Jesus refused to defend Himself and 
’reviled not again,’ (1 Pet 2:23) so the saints, full of Christ’s loving spirit, demonstrate the 
same gentleness in their characters.  They also, refuse to retaliate or to defend ’self.’ 
 

When the wicked rush to harm the saints, it is the saint’s non-violent, loving response 
that convinces the wicked of their sin. The wicked realise that the saints are trusting 
God with their lives and they confess that love is stronger than violent domination and 
selfishness.  God’s gentle, unfailing, unending love is demonstrated to be the perfect law 
for universal government. 
 
 
Christ’s Object Lessons, p 69, 415 
�It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. 
Men are losing their knowledge of His character. It has been misunderstood 
and misinterpreted. At this time a message from God is to be proclaimed, a 
message illuminating in its influence and saving in its power. His character is 
to be made known. Into the darkness of the world is to be shed the light of 
His glory, the light of His goodness, mercy, and truth.�   
 
� When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He 
will come to claim them as His own..... The last rays of merciful light, the last 
message of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love.�  
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The Object of Satan’s Attack 
 
If God’s character is the basis of His government; and if God’s character is embodied in 
the 10 commandment law; and if the 10 commandment law is ’hung’ on the two 
commandments � love to God and love to humanity � t hen wouldn’t it be logical to expect 
Satan to attack God’s character - the basis of His divine law and government?   
 
Ellen White, Signs of the Times, 16 January, 1896  
� Satan declared that it was impossible for the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the 
law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack of wisdom and love. If they could not keep 
the law, then there was fault with the Lawgiver. Men who are under the control of Satan 
repeat these accusations against God, in asserting that men can not keep the law of 
God.�  

 
Ellen White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p 68-69  
� But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of 
man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the 
inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it 
was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. To this result of His great 
sacrifice--its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds, as well as upon man--the 
Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: ’Now is the judgment of 
this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all unto Me.’ John 12:31, 32. The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of 
man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would 
justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the 
perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the results of sin. (69)  
From the first the great controversy had been upon the law of God. Satan had 
sought to prove that God was unjust, that His law was faulty, and that the good of 
the universe required it to be changed. In attacking the law he aimed to overthrow 
the authority of its Author. In the controversy it was to be shown whether the divine 
statutes were defective and subject to change, or perfect and immutable.�  
 
Ellen White, Signs of the Times, 22 December, 1914  
�Satan had declared that the law of God was faulty, and that the good of the universe 
demanded a change in its requirement. In attacking the law, he thought to overthrow the 
authority of its Author, and gain for himself the supreme allegiance. But through the plan of 
salvation, the precepts of the law were to be proved perfect and immutable, that at last 
only glory and love might rise to God throughout the universe, ascribing glory and honor 
and praise to Him that sitteth upon the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.� 

 
In attacking God’s character, Satan has struck at the very government of God’s kingdom. 
Tradition has a very strong hold on the minds of most Christians and especially concerning 
this subject regarding the origin of death and destruction.  ’Come let us reason together,’ 
(Isa 1:18) and evaluate our beliefs upon the law of God and upon the testimony/witness of 
Jesus Christ (Isaiah 8:20) and refuse to base our faith on the human inspired or even 
Satanically inspired, traditions of men (Matt 15:9; Rev 12:17). 
 
Traditional views of an angry, wrathful, vengeful god who commands the destruction of 
babies and children...... (1 Samuel 15), are so very destructive to the character of the One 
True God who begs us to believe that He is love (1 John 4:8, 16) and that His love never 
fails, is never exhausted, is never violent, angry, etc (1 Cor 13).  
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The evidence to support the ’violent character of God’ position is simply not present in the 
holy, gentle, pure, kind, loving life of Jesus Christ - in whom was no violence (Isa 53:9). 
The Son of God came to show us the Father’s character (John 14:9) and it contrasts 
diametrically with that of the pagan gods throughout the Bible - Moloch, Ashtoreth, Baal.  
 
Pagan gods often had characters that erupted with violent wrath and caused fearful 
observance in their followers. These pagan gods also were thought to commanded 
violence and genocide on ’heretics.’8  
 
Did Jesus do a faulty job of revealing and demonstrating His Father’s character? Did He 
only show us the ’good,’ kind, merciful side of God, and deceive us about the ’bad’ nasty, 
violent, just side of God’s character? Of course not.  The Son of God was a perfect and 
complete representation of ’the brightness of His Father’s glory/character and the express 
image of His Father’s person’ (Heb 1:3). 
 
It is sin and Satan � not God- who brings destructi on.  A rejection of God and His law of 
love, results in unavoidable consequences.  When God’s nature-sustaining laws of love - 
which are life-giving - are broken, death and destruction are inevitable. 
 
Satan made accusations against God’s character.  He set out to prove that force and 
selfishness are stronger than passivity and unselfish love � in fact, that they are necessary 
laws in any government.  Jesus came to prove that Satan’s claim was false.   
 
Love did win that battle.  Love proved that unselfishness conquers every difficulty - without 
using any of the devil’s violent weapons.  
 
The weapons that Christ used to overcome Satan are the weapons available to all 
humanity when they give their allegiance to God. 
 
2 Corinthians 10:4, 5 
� (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling 
down of strong holds;) (5) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ.�  
 
Ephesians 6:10-18 
� Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.  (11) Put on the 
whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.  (12) For 
we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. 
(13) Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand 
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. (14) Stand therefore, having your loins girt 
about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; (15) And your feet shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace; (16) Above all, taking the shield of faith, 

                                            
8  The stele found of the Moabite King Mesha in his worship of Chemosh which was inscribed 
during the time of the Biblical character Jehu. The king boasted that his god Chemosh told him to 
’kill every man, woman, child etc’ and to make multiple sacrifices so that his Moabite people could 
possess the special land that Chemosh gave them.  It is an interesting comparison with Joshua’s 
experiences as recorded in the Old Testament.  (A table which compares these two religious 
leaders and the Mesha Stele, appears in a later section of this book).  
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wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. (17) And take the 
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: (18) Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints;�  
 
Christians are not to ’wrestle against flesh and blood’ but to have faith in the principles of 
love and in the character of the Author of Love and to permit Him to defend them. 
 
If God’s people are to be prepared to meet their God (Daniel 11:32), they must know their 
God � must know His character and be able to distin guish His character from that of 
Satan’s character - for God’s holy, loving character will be ’in their foreheads’ (Rev 14:1).   
 
God’ people cannot afford to assume the position so often expressed by those who do 
NOT know the character of God, which is often stated as: �it doesn’t matter to me if God 
kills people or if He doesn’t.  I’ll serve Him anyway.  It’s not a salvation issue.�   
 
Such a position is not honouring to God.  God asks that we study His character and when 
we are drawn to Him, through His loving traits, then we will want to serve Him as we 
realise that His law of love is the only sane, liberating law in the universe.  Our allegiance 
will not be based on ’blind faith’ but on faith in the loving character of God.  God’s law � the 
10 commandments � is a transcript of His loving cha racter (Patriarchs and Prophets p 52). 
 
Therefore God’s people might need to be especially careful that their position on God’s 
character, does not actually accuse God of: 
 

• possessing the same character traits as Satan;  
utilising the same tools/weapons which Satan employs; 

• lying through Jesus’ words that love is always the fulfilling of the law, when perhaps 
sometimes it is necessary to employ violence;  

 
• lying that some evil conditions don’t necessitate the setting aside of the 10 

commandments, because love simply does not work in extreme cases and 
genocides must be commanded; 

  
• not only being the Creator, but also the destroyer; 
 
• not only being the originator of life, but the destroyer of life- not only the destroyer of 

death, but also the originator of death; and 
 
• possessing the fruit of the spirit of love (Gal 5:22, 23), but also possessing the fruit 

of Satan’s spirit (Galatians 5:19-21). 
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Ellen White, 1833, Last Day Events p 242; (14MR3) 

 

 

�I was shown  that the judgments of God would 
not come directly out from the Lord upon them, 
but in this way:  They place themselves beyond 
His protection.  He warns, corrects, reproves, 
and points out the only path of safety; then, if 
those who have been the objects of His special 
care will follow their own course, independent 
of the Spirit of God, after repeated warnings, if 
they choose their own way, then He does not 
commission His angels to prevent Satan’s 
decided attacks upon them.  It is Satan’s power 
that is at work at sea and on land, bringing 
calamity and distress and sweeping off 
multitudes to make sure of his prey.�  
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What is Character Assassination? 
 

The Free Dictionary by Farlex, gives one definition of character as: 
 
character  (n)  

The combination of qualities or features that distinguishes one person, group, or 
thing from another. 
 

The Free Dictionary by Farlex, defines character assassination as: 
 
character assassination (n).  

A vicious personal verbal attack, especially one intended to destroy or damage a 
public figure’s reputation http://www.thefreedictionary.com/character  
 

 
 

Character assassination:  Some call it �Bloodless M urder.�  

 

Eugene Harder, pastor of New Hope Community Church writes: 

� When was the last time that you were slandered? Can you remember when 
someone spread a vicious lie about you? Do you remember how powerless you felt? 
Can you recall the anger that welled up with-in you, that urge to get even? Do you 
remember how you wanted to buy a full page ad in the local paper that would 
proclaim you innocence? Do you remember how some friends believed the lie and 
turned their backs on you? Perhaps you can recollect how the lie was wrapped in a 
half-truth. Your enemy took part of a sentence that you spoke and put a twist on it 
that you never intended it to have. That twist cast you in a negative light. Welcome 
to the world of bloodless murder.� (Character Assassination � Bloodless Murder)  
http://www.newhope.bc.ca/secure08.htm  

 

� Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.�  Exodus 20:16 

• The ninth commandment specifies that it is against God’s law of love to malign or 
assassinate a person’s character; 

• The third commandment applies the same principle to divinity � to God’s character.  

� Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.� Exodus 20: 7 

The Lord’s name represents His character. The law is a transcript of God’s character. 

 

Ellen White, Desire of Ages, p 764  

 � But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of 
redemption having been completed, the character of God is revealed to all created 
intelligences. The precepts of His law are seen to be perfect and immutable. 
Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his character. Then the 
extermination of sin will vindicate God’s love and establish His honor before a 
universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His law.� 



16 
 

The Battle for the Mind 
Humanity was made in the physical and spiritual image of God.  Through sin, the human 
race lost its glorious covering � the pure, unselfi sh spirit of Christ.  Sadly, with the 
introduction of sin, the human mind began to embrace selfish principles.  As an emergency 
measure, to prevent Satan�s domination over humanity, Christ implanted an enmity to 
Satan�s principles within the human mind � but not in the human body.  This action 
provided the human race with another probationary opportunity.  Human beings would be 
free to choose which principles they would obey, but they would be hindered by �fleshly 
lusts� � selfish desires - that begged to be satisf ied through the body. Satan�s desire is to 
consolidate his control over human minds, by tempting them through their sin-affected 
bodies. 
 
God does not afflict or coerce His subjects, for these strategies were invented and are 
employed by Satan.  God desires our allegiance, but instead of using force, He asks us to 
�come let us reason together� � to see the �big pic ture.�  God appeals to our minds and 
asks us to make unselfish decisions based on mental assent.  He invites us to study His 
principles and to make an intelligent decision based on the obvious results. The Truth has 
nothing to hide from investigation and Love is always accompanied by freedom of choice. 
 
The Bottom Line is:  

• The battle for human minds is about selfishness versus unselfishness.   
• It�s about complete selfishness versus complete Love.   
• It�s about the great controversy between the principles of God�s government and 

the principles of Satan�s government.  
 
When we are convinced that God�s unselfish principles are the only sane basis for 
universal government, we will trust Him with our lives.  Because we recognise that God�s 
principles of government are totally and purely motivated by unconditional 
love/unselfishness, we can through faith/trust in His love, make the decision to give our 
allegiance to God.  We develop faith in God and as Jesus said, we will be drawn unto Him 
through appreciation of His love. God�s principles of unselfishness (demonstrated in the 
life of Jesus Christ and written in the 10 commandments) become the great standard to 
which we aspire to imitate through renewal with His spirit/mind.  
 
In all situations where we are required to decide �right� from �wrong�, we can reduce the 
action or thought to �the bottom line� � the standa rd of Unselfish Love.   
 
Jesus made this discernment very easy.  He said, in Matthew 7:12  
 

"Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them." 

 
Jesus� instruction was not to treat others as we supposed they deserve to be treated!  
Jesus, filled with the Father�s spirit demonstrated that God does not reward the unholy and 
ungrateful in the way that we suppose they deserve to be treated.  It is quite the opposite. 
 
Romans 5:8   
�But  God  commendeth  his  love  toward us,  in that,  while we were  yet  sinners,  Christ  
died  for us.�   
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Life cannot exist without God because life originates from and is sustained by God. 
Therefore separation from God results in death.  The Bible states this fact in this way, �The 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.� 
(Roman 6:23).  
 
The consequence of sin is death, because there is no life in sin.  In sinful thinking, it is 
�right� for the human race to die because humanity has EARNED the wages of death.  
However, this �wage� or �reward� is not what God designs for His children. His spirit 
prompts mercy to the unmerciful; forgiveness for the unforgiveable; and love for the 
unlovable.  Far from desiring to punish sinners, God desires to save humanity from 
suffering the fatal consequences of their sins.  
 
Divine Love has treated the human race with grace �  undeserved mercy, undeserved 
forgiveness, and undeserved love.  God has promised to fill His children with His merciful, 
forgiving and loving spirit. It is only by actively resisting Christ that humanity can remain 
unmerciful, unforgiving and selfish and it is only by being filled with the spirit of Christ that 
humanity can be empowered to love their enemies (Matt 5:44) and to treat others only, 
ever and always in the way in which they themselves would desire to be treated (Matt 
7:12). 
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Mind the Mind! 
Proverbs 23:7 
�As a man "thinketh in his heart, so is he.� 
 
Proverbs 4:23   
�Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.  
 
Ellen White, Ministry of Healing, (1905) p 491 
 �The only security for any soul is right thinking.� 
 
Ellen White, This Faith I Live By, p 222 
�Wrong habits of thought, when once accepted, become a despotic power that fastens the 
mind as in a grasp of steel.� 
 
Ellen White, In Heavenly Places, ch 158 
�Evil thoughts destroy the soul.� 
 
Ellen White, Adventist Home, p 402 
�In no case can Satan obtain dominion over the thoughts, words, and actions, unless we 
voluntarily open the door and invite him to enter.� 
 
Ellen White, 2 Testimonies for the Church, (1870) p 347 
�The brain nerves which communicate with the entire system are the only medium 
through which Heaven can communicate to man and affect his inmost life.  Whatever 
disturbs the circulation of the electric currents in the nervous system lessens the strength 
of the vital powers, and the result is a deadening of the sensibilities of the mind.� 
 
Ellen White, Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 1896, p 56 
�The spirit of hatred and revenge originated with Satan, and it led him to put to death the 
Son of God. Whoever cherishes malice or unkindness is cherishing the same spirit, and 
its fruit will be unto death. In the revengeful thought the evil deed lies enfolded, as the 
plant in the seed. �Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him�" (1 John 3:15).  
 
The Roman Catholic Church has many �seers� or modern day �prophets� who receive 
revelations and visions from supposedly Mary, Jesus, angels and  saints. However, the 
revelations received from these �super-natural, immortal spirit beings� present a familiar 
concept � that of a Trinitarian god who possesses a  two-toned (loving/wrathful) character.  
 
For one of many examples, the following is an extract from Saint Birgitta�s revelations 
found at  http://www.saintbirgitta.com/revelations/book1/b1_chapter1.htm 
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The prophecies and revelations of Saint Bridget (Birgitta) of Sweden  
 
(Saint Bridget�s canonization was confirmed by Pope Boniface and by Pope Martin V). 
 
� Our Lord Jesus Christ’s words to his chosen and dearly beloved bride declaring his most 
excellent incarnation, condemning the profane violation and breach of our faith and 
baptism, and inviting his beloved bride to love him. 
 
BOOK 1 - CHAPTER 1 
I am the Creator of heaven and earth, one in divinity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. I 
am he who spoke to the prophets and the patriarchs, the one whom they awaited. For the 
sake of their longing and in accordance with my promise, I took flesh without sin, without 
concupiscence, entering the body of the Virgin like the sun shining through the clearest 
crystal. The sun does not damage the glass by entering it, nor was the Virgin’s virginity 
lost when I took my human nature. I took flesh but without surrendering my divinity.  
 
I was no less God, ruling and filling all things with the Father and the Holy Spirit, although 
I, with my human nature, was in the womb of the Virgin. Brightness is never separated 
from fire, nor was my divinity ever separated from my humanity, not even in death. Next I 
willed for my pure and sinless body to be wounded from the sole of my foot to the crown 
of my head for the sins of all men, and to be hung on the cross. It is now offered each day 
on the altar in order that people might love me more and call to mind my favors more 
frequently.  
 
Now, however, I am totally forgotten, neglected and scorned, like a king cast out of his 
own kingdom in whose place a wicked thief has been elected and honored. I wanted my 
kingdom to be within the human person, and by right I should be king and lord over him, 
since I made him and redeemed him. Now, however, he has broken and profaned the 
faith he promised me at baptism. He has violated and rejected the laws I set up for him. 
He loves his self-will and scornfully refuses to listen to me. Besides, he exalts that most 
wicked thief, the devil, above me and pledges him his faith. The devil really is a thief, 
since, by evil temptations and false promises, he steals for himself the human soul that I 
redeemed with my own blood. It is not because he is more powerful, as it were, than I am 
that he is able to steal it, since I am so powerful that I can do all things by a single word, 
and I am so just that I would not commit the least injustice, not even if all the saints asked 
me to.  
 
However, since man, who has been given free will, voluntarily scorns my commandments 
and consents to the devil, then it is only just that he should also experience the devil’s 
tyranny. The devil was created good by me but fell through his own wicked will and has, 
as it were, become my servant for inflicting retribution on the wicked. Although I am 
now so despised, nevertheless I am still so merciful that I will forgive the sins of 
any who ask for my mercy and who humble themselves, and I shall free them from 
the evil thief. But I shall visit my justice upon those who persist in holding me in 
contempt, and hearing it they will tremble and those who experience it will say: 
’Alas, that we were ever born or conceived, alas, that we ever provoked the Lord of 
majesty to wrath!’ 
 
It appears that these revelations from the Roman Catholic seers advise their disciples that 
�You can obey the trinity god and be shown mercy, or you can choose to disobey that 
deity and reap divine wrath and eternal punishment.�  This is not love, but a denial of love.  
It is a denial of free choice.  It is divine loving, but �divine� bullying!  
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The mainstream Protestant churches have a similar belief about God�s character as 
evidenced by the videos and documented information at www.theocracywatch.org .   
 
Non-christian religions of the world also seem to hold identical views or at least similar 
beliefs about their own deities. 
 
Children are indoctrinated with such a belief from a very young age with the concept of 
Santa Claus.   

 
�He�s making a list, checking it twice, sure to find out if you�re naughty or 
nice�.. He sees you when you are sleeping. He knows  when you�re awake. 
He knows when you�ve been bad or good so be good for goodness 
sake....Santa Claus is coming to town.� 

 
If you�re naughty, Santa won�t leave you a present.  And if he does leave you a present, 
he doesn�t leave you that present because he loves you.  He doesn�t love you.  He�s 
judgmental.  He will withhold the present that you�ve been wanting all year, just because 
you didn�t do what he wanted you to do.  But if you do the things that he wants you to do 
(a gospel of works) then he�ll reward you with a nice toy (eternal life).  It�s not about love. 
It�s about doing what the bully wants you to do. 
 
 

 

� Those who can make you 

believe absurdities 

can make you 

commit atrocities�  

(Voltaire). 



21 
 

The Doctrine of Destruction - When Everyone Got it Wrong 
 
Ellen White, Signs of the Times, 5 February, 1894  
� At the time when sin had become a science, when the hostility of man was most violent 
against heaven, when rebellion struck its roots deep into the human heart, when vice was 
consecrated as a part of religion, when Satan exulted in the idea that he had led men to 
such a state of evil that God would destroy the world, Jesus was sent into the 
world, not to condemn it, but, amazing grace! to save the world. The unfallen worlds 
watched with intense interest to see Jehovah arise and sweep away the inhabitants 
of the earth, and Satan boasted that if God did do this, he would complete his plans 
and secure for himself the allegiance of unfallen worlds. He had arguments ready by 
which to cast blame upon God, and to spread his rebellion to the world’s above; but at 
this crisis, instead of destroying the world, God sent his Son to save it. The apostle 
caught a glimpse of the plan, and he kindled into inspiration upon the great theme. 
Language cannot express his conception, but ever falls below the reality. John exclaims: 
’Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God; therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.’  
Before the coming of Christ to the world evidences abundant had been given that God 
loved the human race. But in the gift of Christ to a race so undeserving was demonstrated 
the love of God beyond all dispute. This gift outweighed all else, showed that his love 
could not be measured. We have no line to measure it, no plummet by which to sound its 
depths, no chain by which to encompass it, no standard with which to compare it. All we 
can say is that "God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’  Jesus said, 
’Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life.’ He gave his life for the 
sheep. The only-begotten Son of God accepts all the liabilities that fall upon the 
transgressor of the law, vindicates its unchangeable and holy character. The death 
of Christ removes every argument that Satan could bring against the precepts of 
Jehovah. Satan has declared that men could not enter the kingdom of heaven 
unless the law was abolished and a way devised by which transgressors could be 
reinstated into the favor of God, and made heirs of heaven. He made the claim that 
the law must be changed, that the reins of government must be slackened in 
heaven, that sin must be tolerated, and sinners pitied and saved in their sins. But 
every such plea was cast aside when Christ died as a substitute for the sinner. He who 
was made equal with God bore the sin of the transgressor, and thereby made a channel 
whereby the love of God could be communicated to a fallen world, and his grace and 
power imparted to those who came to Christ in penitence for their sin.�  
 
Ellen White, 6 Testimonies for the Church,  p 9, 350 
� ...And that His word might ever be clear and distinct in their minds, He proclaimed amid 
thunder and lightning and with terrible majesty the law which He had given in Eden and 
which was the transcript of His character. And the words were written on tables of stone by 
the finger of God. Thus the will of the infinite God was revealed to a people who were 
called to make known to every nation, kindred, and tongue the principles of His 
government in heaven and in earth� (p 9).�True sanctification is harmony with God, 
oneness with Him in character. It is received through obedience to those principles 
that are the transcript of His character�  (p 350). 
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Signs of the Times, 20 January, 1890 p 6  
�Christ came to save fallen man, and Satan with fiercest wrath met him on the field of 
conflict; for the enemy knew that when divine strength was added to human weakness, 
man was armed with power and intelligence, and could break away from the captivity in 
which he had bound him. Satan sought to intercept every ray of light from the throne of 
God. He sought to cast his shadow across the earth, that men might lose the true 
views of God’s character, and that the knowledge of God might become extinct in 
the earth. He had caused truth of vital importance to be so mingled with error that it had 
lost its significance. The law of Jehovah was burdened with needless exactions and 
traditions, and God was represented as severe, exacting, revengeful, and arbitrary. 
He was pictured as one who could take pleasure in the sufferings of his creatures. The 
very attributes that belonged to the character of Satan, the evil one represented as 
belonging to the character of God. Jesus came to teach men of the Father, to 
correctly represent him before the fallen children of earth. Angels could not fully 
portray the character of God, but Christ, who was a living impersonation of God, 
could not fail to accomplish the work. The only way in which he could set and keep 
men right was to make himself visible and familiar to their eyes. That men might have 
salvation he came directly to man, and became a partaker of his nature.�  

 
Signs of the Times, 7 March, 1895, p 4  
�The plan of Satan was by his lying philosophies to widen the breach that existed between 
God and man. He argued that man could not keep the law of God, and therefore that 
God had been obliged to change the laws which he had made, and had abolished 
the rule of his government. Satan’s work was to keep the agitation against God in 
progress, and keep the question to the front as to whether God was light and love or 
not. Satan had charged God with his own attributes, and thus sowed in the hearts of 
men the seeds of enmity against God, for man accepted the statements of him who 
was a liar from the beginning. Uniting fallen man with himself, he kept a series of false 
theories in regard to God in continual circulation, asserting them to be truth, in order that 
he might cover up the truth, and interpose his shadow between men and the way and the 
life.�  
 
Ellen White, Counsels on Sabbath School Work, p 47, 48 
�How different would have been the Scriptural record of the history of Israel, a nation so 
highly favored of the Lord, if they had carried out the instruction given them from the pillar 
of cloud by the Son of the living God. But they did not diligently follow the admonitions 
given. They failed to teach their children the requirements of God; and the sad results are 
pictured before us in a nation rejected of God. They separated so far from the wisdom of 
God that when the Great Teacher, Jesus, the world’s Redeemer, appeared, they cried, 
"Away with Him!" The tradition of men was more highly revered than the commandments 
of God. False practices and human inventions had taken the place of the pure teaching of 
God. That which was to have become a part of their being, was regarded as of small 
consequence and little worth. When Christ came into the world to exemplify true religion, 
and to exalt the principles that should govern the hearts and actions of men, falsehood 
had taken so deep a hold upon those who had had so great light, that they no longer 
comprehended the light, and had no inclination to yield up tradition for                                                     
truth. They rejected the heavenly Teacher; they crucified the Lord of glory, that they might 
retain their own customs and inventions. The very same spirit is manifested in the world 
today. Men are averse to investigating truth, lest their traditions should be disturbed, and a 
new order of things should be brought in. There is with humanity a constant liability to err, 
and men are naturally inclined to highly exalt human ideas and knowledge, while the 
divine and eternal is not discerned or appreciated.� 
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Ellen White, 1833, Last Day Events p 242; (14MR3) 
�I was shown  that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord 
upon them, but in this way:  They place themselves beyond His protection.  He 
warns, corrects, reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then, if those who 
have been the objects of His special care will follow their own course, independent 
of the Spirit of God, after repeated warnings, if they choose their own way, then He 
does not commission His angels to prevent Satan’s decided attacks upon them.  It 
is Satan’s power that is at work at sea and on land, bringing calamity and distress 
and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of his prey.�   
 
Nothing to Fear for the Future, Except...... 
 
Ellen White made the prophetic statement that �We have nothing to fear for the future, 
except as we shall forget the way the Lord has led us, and his teaching in our past history.� 
(General Conference Daily Bulletin, 29 January, 1893). 
 
Ancient history holds many lessons that we would be wise to learn and to examine our 
own situations and systems in order to ascertain if we are not repeating the same mistakes 
made by past civilisations.  
 
Aspiring leaders in ancient civilizations (e.g. Egypt, Greece and Rome) realized that in 
order to rule over and thus dictate the behaviour of people in a society, the population 
could be powerfully controlled through a religious belief system (doctrines).  It was 
primarily through the superstitious belief in the divine kings that political manipulation was 
achieved.  Thus the religo-political powers indeed proved to be an effective strategy to 
control the population,  
 
The concept of divine kings arose because of the need for the political manipulation of 
economics and behaviour.  The religious doctrines (superstitious beliefs) which were 
taught by the priests were simply a successful strategy employed to achieve that goal.  
 
It was vital to the success of the ancient governments that the community wholeheartedly 
believed the doctrines that the priests taught.  The foundation that the whole religio-
political system was built upon was the doctrine of �divine kings.� 
 
Dr David Livingston of Ancient Days (http://www.ancientdays.net/sonsofgod.htm) in a 
stimulating article called, �Who Were the Sons of God in Genesis 6?� notes that three 
doctrines are crucial to the successful operation of any religo-political government.  The 
three doctrines are thatt: 

1. The king was divine - the person at the top of the society has to assume divinity 
or semi-divinity (or be God�s representative regarded to have special powers 
and divine authority); 

2. The king/ruler � (or God�s representative) - had  absolute power.  He was above 
the law; he made the laws and changed the laws as he pleased since he got his 
orders and laws directly from "heaven;" and 

3. Documents had to support the king�s right to rule.  There had to be something 
like a "constitution." Written materials discovered by archaeologists are, to a 
great extent, documents related in some way to this "right to rule" and its 
outworking in the kingdom. 
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Dr David Livingston explains how the fertility rituals were based on these three beliefs.  
Note particularly that Egypt, at the time of the early dynasties, also was governed by a 
religio-political system manipulated by these three religious doctrines. 
 

�Once each year in Mesopotamia the New Year’s Festival was celebrated. Each city-
state ensured the fertility of its own fields and the fecundity of its own people and 
cattle by means of a Sacred Marriage between its patron-god and one of its 
goddesses (Georges Roux, Ancient Iraq. Penguin Book, p. 90).  The king 
represented the god, and one of the most beautiful women in the land represented 
the goddess. In the "sacred" marriage the king represents Father God, or Heaven, 
and the woman represents Mother Earth being fertilized. This is the heart of the 
fertility cult concept. (It may be difficult for 20th-century evangelicals to grasp the 
complete depravity of these ancient societies. Even the Apostle Paul did not want to 
elaborate on their shameful activities. When Alexander claimed to be the son of 
Zeus he was merely continuing, reviving, or borrowing from the East an ancient 
belief that the first-born of the king was really the son of a god who had assumed bodily 
form in order to lie with the Queen, a belief which was current in Egypt under the 
Early Dynasties of the Empire, if not earlier. The later Romans had to accept the 
divinity of kings with their empire.� 

 
Compare the foregoing points with the Israelite society following the exodus from Egypt, a 
country whose religio-political system also strongly advocated these three doctrinal beliefs.  
 

• kings/rulers were divine and that a human being was actual deity in human flesh, or 
that the king/ruler was a fully authorized representative of the gods  

• (Moses spoke with God face to face; performed miracles in God�s power, which 
gave Moses high status; many times, through his intercession with an angry god, 
Moses appeared to have the power of life/death over the Israelites), 

• The king had the right to absolute power (Miriam & Aaron�s murmuring, Korah�s 
uprising etc. resulted in swift and public punishment); 

• A written constitution was necessary (book of the ceremonial law which Moses 
wrote and stored in the side pocket of the Ark, saying God said � authorized - all 
these laws and penalties).  This document becomes recognized as a holy document 
or holy writings. 

 
Dr Livingston summarises some important aspects: 

1. Ancient rulers used religion as an "opiate." 
2. "To be as god" is the original temptation to sin. It is the great desire of Satan 

and men. They will do anything to try to attain it, even to deifying themselves 
while defying God.9 

3. Pre-Flood patterns were reinstituted as outlined in Genesis 10-11. Ham and 
his descendants were apparently the most responsible. We find the theme of 
"divine kingship" wherever his sons go. 

http://www.ancientdays.net/sonsofgod.htm 
 

                                            
9   Satan, disguised as a serpent lied to Eve stating �For God doth know that in the day ye eat 

thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.� 
Genesis   3:5   
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Dr Livingston notes further similarities between the religio-political governments of the pagan nations 
and the supposed �theocracy� under which the Israelites were governed. 

�Sacred Marriage .  If "the sons of the gods" (in Genesis 6) are despots pretending to be 
"divine" kings, then who are the "daughters of men?" Possibly the children of Seth, that is, 
"believers." Or, they may simply have been "men," common people, in contrast to "divine" 
kings. Likely this latter is the sense in which it is used since it describes well the practices 
of the ancient Near East. There, tyrants took (or "snatched away") whoever they chose of 
the daughters of the common man. They were his "property." The Hebrew 
word �laqach� means "to take, to grab and pull away." But the modern Hebrew meaning is 
simply "to marry." In Genesis 6, it likely means that the sons of the �gods� forcibly took the 
daughters of "men," whoever and whenever they chose. In the historical period, "divine" 
kings followed in their footsteps, for it is here we learn that the kings, in the name of their 
god-father (supposedly divine father), claimed to own all the people. Of course, this meant 
the women really belonged to him since he was "son of the creator."  A very early example 
of this is the epic hero Gilgamesh. The men of his city, Uruk, raged at him for ravishing their 
wives and daughters. We see the problem in Scripture when Sarah was taken from 
Abraham by the Egyptian Pharaoh (Genesis 12:12f). Abimelech of Gerar took Rachel from 
Jacob. The "prince" of Shechem took Dinah from Jacob. Later, Esther was chosen from 
among the most beautiful (illustrating that the ruler could have whatever women he 
wished). Even in Israel, the practice was picked up (although not by kings claiming to be 
divine). David took plural wives and ended with Abigail, the fairest in the land. Solomon 
then went "all out" in the kingly tradition of wife-getting and ruined Israel.� 

It might well be added that in the Mosaic laws (supposedly given directly by God to 
Moses), permission and instruction was given to the Israelite men regarding their right to 
�take� (laqach) any young virgin whom they found desirable amongst their war captives.  
The Israelites were acting as did the pagan rulers � as if they believed they were �divine 
kings� or representatives of a divine being and entitled to kidnap and possess any women 
they desired.  They were pleased to be identified after all, as a special race (�the chosen 
people).� 

Incidentally the � divine�  permission to intermarry with the Canaanites (relayed through 
Moses in Numbers 31, Deut 21:10-14) contradicts the previous, specific divine command, 
also given by Moses, that the Israelites NOT intermarry with the Canaanites (Exodus 
34:14, 16; Deut 7:3-5).  If Moses (alone) wrote the first five books of the Bible, and if his 
words were not later adjusted/edited, it would certainly appear that Moses is contradicting 
himself, by first outlawing Israelite/pagan intermarriage, but later by legalising it.  These 
contradictions are an example that demonstrates point #2 - the �divine king�  (or his 
representative) is permitted to change the law without question, as long as it is written in 
the constitutional documents (the holy writings).  

Dr Livingstone reveals that in religio-political cultures, divine kings (or diine epresentatives) 
could change laws without requiring any debate.  Perhaps this is the reason why many 
Mosaic laws, which regularly contradict at least four of God�s 10 commandments, were 
accepted without protest by the ancient Israelites (or by modern day Christians either).   

God�s spoken law commands: 

•  � Thou shalt not kill�  

• � Thou shalt not steal�  

• � Thou shalt not commit adultery�  

• � Thou shalt not covet�  
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However, the Mosaic law provides multiple opportunities to � legally�  kill, steal, commit 
adultery and covet10.  The usual response that Christians give for this inconsistency 
appears to be, � Oh well. He�s God.  He is above the law.  He can order us to do anything 
because He is God.�     

To accept that God changes His rules is to stand in defiance of God’s expressed 
statements that He has not, does not and will not change His law under any circumstances  
(James 1:17; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8). 
 
EG White, The Southern Work, p 42 (1898) 
�Though they had lost in years of bondage the knowledge of the true God and of His holy 
law, yet God again revealed Himself to them. In terrible grandeur and awful majesty He 
proclaimed to them His holy precepts, and commanded them to obey His law. The Ten 
Commandments are a transcript of the divine character, and are as unchangeable as the 
eternal throne.� 
 
Great Controversy, 1888, p 504  
�The whole universe will have become witnesses to the nature and results of sin. And its 
utter extermination, which in the beginning would have brought fear to angels and dishonor 
to God, will now vindicate his love and establish his honor before a universe of beings who 
delight to do his will, and in whose heart is his law. Never will evil again be manifest. Says 
the Word of God, ’Affliction shall not rise up the second time.’� [Nahum 1:9] �The law of 
God, which Satan has reproached as the yoke of bondage, will be honored as the law of 
liberty. A tested and proved creation will never again be turned from allegiance to 
Him whose character has been fully manifested before them as fathomless love and 
infinite wisdom.�  
 
God tells us that His law is eternal and unchangeable11.  HE will not change it, for it is holy, 
just, good - perfect.  To change His law would be to admit it was faulty and required 
refining.  To change His law would require a negative change in His character, which is 
impossible for God is only purity.  Though God will not ever change His holy and loving 
commandments � His law of love -   He does warn His  people of the attempts by the 
antichrist system to change His divine �times and laws.� 
  
Daniel 7:25 
�And he shall speak [great] words against the most High, and shall wear out the saints of 
the most High, and think to change times and laws...� 
 
If Satan can convince people that it is not necessary to keep all of God�s 10 
commandments all of the time; that God�s law doesn�t apply in every situation, that God�s 
law changes with the circumstances; then he has won a huge victory!  In fact, Satan has 
stolen their eternal life from them, for no commandment breaker will inherit the kingdom of 
heaven (Rev 12:17; 14:12). 
 
Jesus prophesied that Satan would deceive even professed Christians.  While he directs 
them to break God�s commandments, Christians will believe they are �doing God service.� 
 
                                            
10  Numbers 31; 1 Samuel 15; Deut 21:10-15 etc 

11 For further information on this topic, please refer to: The Assassination of God�s Character, 
Volume 2, Objection #43  -  Does God Change the Rules to Suit Himself  
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John   16:2 
�They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth 
you will think that he doeth God service.� 
 
If it appears too ridiculous to consider that sincere Christians will again kill �heretics� in 
fulfillment of Jesus� prophecy, consider the recorded history of religio-political 
governments; consider current news reports and the events in other parts of the world 
where religio-political governments operate and consider the current legislation in USA 
and the strength of the religious movement that is becoming so important to US politicians.   
 
 
 
Lest We Forget  
There is a strong sense of "deja-vu" in the new anti-terrorist legislation being passed by 
the westernised world.   

 
In 1376 AD, similar legislation was, with pressure from the dominant religious system, 
introduced into certain European governments.  The result was a bloodbath powered by a 
church/state union.  It was a lengthy, merciless massacre of true Christians.  The pattern 
was set and repeated throughout the centuries. 
 
It is prophesied that it will happen again � and it  is happening again. 
 
The religio-political system, in line with prophecy, is almost ready to fire into action: 

• the world’s most well known ’Christian’ church has consistently declared that it has 
a right to declare someone a heretic and to punish (kill) heretics; 

• the churches are banding together and are enticing governments to legislate  
religious laws and �biblical� penalties; 

• the church and state will unite to "convert,  torture or exterminate" heretics.  

 

 

Ellen White, Signs of the Times, 6 May, 1897, p 16 

"Force is the last resort of every false religion."  

 
Tuesday, 28 Feb, 2006 (p 122) Seventh-day Adventist Adult Teachers’ Sabbath School 

Bible Study Guide (1st Quarter, 2006) 

� Abusive behavior is the conscious choice of a person to exercise power 
and control over another.  It cannot be explained or excused... Victims are 
not responsible for causing the abuser to abuse.  Abusers distort and 
pervert love, for ’love does not harm’ (Rom. 13:10 NIV).� 

 
A Lesson from History 
In the 1600’s, Seventh-day Sabbath-keeeper Roger Williams understood the evil of forced 
religion.  Because of his desire to possess the freedom of religious thought and practice, 
Williams emigrated to the �new� country of North America.   
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Sadly, even in the new country, Williams encountered religious persecution for his 
unorthodox beliefs � i.e. that the church should ha ve no power to force the conscience.  
Williams was outspoken on this issue and it was not long before his life was threatened by 
the religio-political power in that country.   
 
Fleeing through a blizzard at a time when he was suffering badly from a respiratory 
infection, Williams eventually escaped from persecution at Salem and found safety among 
the more tolerant,  �pagan�12 native dwellers at Narrangansett Bay.   
 
Later, Williams founded the charter of Rhode Island colony � a stepping stone to the 
famous document that separates politics from religion � the Constitution of the United 
States of America. 
 
Roger Williams declared: 

�To force religion on an unwilling convert is nothi ng less than the rape of a soul.  
The sword of man can force an entire nation into a formal religious pretence, but 
that is worthless before God, but it is only the sword of His spirit that can rightly 
rule over matters of conscience.� 

 

"Reverend" James Robison, as vice-president of the Religious Roundtable, appears 
to have a very different opinion regarding force in religious matters.  Robison gave 
a sermon to a huge crowd, in which he thundered:  

"Let me tell you something else about the character of God.  If necessary, 
God will raise up a tyrant, a man who might not have the best ethics, to 
protect the freedom interests of the ethical and the godly."  Life and Liberty for 
All Who Believe, video at www.theocracywatch.org/audio-video.htm  

 
Should present-day Christians look for an unethical military-type leader as their Saviour - 
their Messiah?  Wasn’t this the same mistake that the Jews made, prior to Christ’s first 
advent as a baby in Bethlehem?  
 

Should Gentle Jesus be portrayed as an avenging warrior?  The apostate Protestantism 
movement is already presenting Christ in just this way - as an avenging warrior; a furious, 
wrathful god, coming back to the earth in glory, to destroy those who refuse to obey him. 
See �The Rise of Dominionism�  http://www.theocracywatch.org/audio-video.htm  

 
A news headline in 2001 reveals that the way for political-religious sermons was already 
paved through legislative actions. 
 
13 July, 2001: USA: Bill introduced in House to allow political preaching: Rep. Waler 
Jones (R-NC) has introduced a bill that would allow priests, pastors, ministers and other 
religious leaders to recommend political candidates and parties from the pulpit. IRS 
regulations for the past 50 years have prohibited such speech if the congregation is to 
retain its non-profit registration. Jones said: ’Everyone in the pulpit should be treated fairly 
and equally. And they should have the freedom to help voice and educate their 

                                            
12  It is interesting that the �pagan� inhabitants disp layed more Christlike characters through their tolerance 

of Williams, than did the educated, but intolerant, professed Christians who demanded Williams recant or 
forfeit his life.  



29 
 

congregation, their parishioners as to some of the social ills of this nation and what needs 
to be done.’ http://www.religioustolerance.org/news_01jul.htm   
 
In the following material, it is demonstrated that the anti-christ system is using Old 
Testament verses from the Christian Bible, to justify their anti-christ doctrine that it 
is not a sin to murder heretics.  
 
James 2:10 
�For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.�  
 

Jesus predicted there would be a time when supposed �Christians� would kill God’s real 
people, (whom they supposed were heretics) thinking they were honouring God.  But they 
did these things because they didn’t KNOW the Father, nor His Son.   

 
John 16:2, 3  
� They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth 
you will think that he doeth God service. (3) And these things will they do unto you, 
because they have not known the Father, nor me.�  

 

 

Christ empowered Christians to love their enemies �  
not to kill them !! 

 
Murdering ’heretics’ is anti-christ theology.  

 

�Those who can make you believe absurdities 

can make you commit atrocities� (Voltaire). 
 

If people are to be convinced that they should destroy their neighbours, (instead of 
loving them), they must first be convinced that their God ordains and in fact justifies 
such atrocities. 

What Has Gone Wrong? 
 
There has been a gross misunderstanding about the One True God.  It is a Biblical 
principle that ’by beholding, we become changed.’  How do we ’behold’ or view God?  
What is He really like?  Into whose image will human characters be transformed? -  Into 
the same character which they perceive their God possesses. 
 
It seems that some are keen to by-pass this important concept of examining the character 
of God, because they are more comfortable to accept the ’status quo,’ or their parents’ 
opinions, or their ministers’ opinions.  But isn’t choosing which God to serve even more 
important that choosing a marriage partner?  Surely, a person would appreciate an 
opportunity to examine a prospective partner’s character, before agreeing to marry them in 
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a life-long contract.  How much more important is it to determine God’s character, which 
has a bearing on more than the time of a human life-span, but for eternity. 
 
The investigation of God’s character thus demands serious study.  Not only does the 
decision to worship a particular God have serious consequences for our eternal life, but it 
also has major bearing on our present life in this world.  People imitate the character traits 
of their god, and their characters are shaped in the mold of the God they worship. If people 
believe their god condones and commands murder, then it is likely that worshippers will 
condone these actions, and will justify these actions as being �God’s will.�  
 
Concerning the God of the Christian Bible, it appears that even the characters of the 
prophets of the Old Testament, though zealous to serve God, were not immune from being 
fashioned after the faulty concept they had of God’s character.  The failed to see clearly 
the loving concept of the Father’s character which is the basis of His universal 
government.  Consider Jeremiah’s writing and David’s psalm (hymn).  
 
Jeremiah 18:23; 11:20 
� Yet, LORD, thou knowest all their counsel against me to slay me: forgive not their iniquity, 
neither blot out their sin from thy sight, but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus 
with them in the time of thine anger.  But, O LORD of hosts, that judgest righteously, that 
triest the reins and the heart, let me see thy vengeance on them: for unto thee have I 
revealed my cause. �  
 
Psalm 109: 2-20 
� For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful are opened against me: they 
have spoken against me with a lying tongue. (3) They compassed me about also with 
words of hatred; and fought against me without a cause. (4) For my love they are my 
adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer. (5) And they have rewarded me evil for good, 
and hatred for my love. (6) Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his 
right hand. (7) When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become 
sin. (8) Let his days be few; and let another take his office. (9) Let his children be 
fatherless, and his wife a widow. (10) Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: 
let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places. Let the extortioner catch all that 
he hath; and let the strangers spoil his labour. (12) Let there be none to extend mercy unto 
him: neither let there be any to favour his fatherless children. (13) Let his posterity be cut 
off; and in the generation following let their name be blotted out. (14) Let the iniquity of his 
fathers be remembered with the LORD; and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out.  
(15) Let them be before the LORD continually, that he may cut off the memory of them 
from the earth. (16) Because that he remembered not to show mercy, but persecuted the 
poor and needy man, that he might even slay the broken in heart. (17) As he loved 
cursing, so let it come unto him: as he delighted not in blessing, so let it be far from him. 
(18) As he clothed himself with cursing like as with his garment, so let it come into his 
bowels like water, and like oil into his bones. (19) Let it be unto him as the garment which 
covereth him, and for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually. (20) Let this be the 
reward of mine adversaries from the LORD, and of them that speak evil against my soul.�  
 
Both Jeremiah and David appear to be offering rather selfish prayers. Both prophets are 
requesting that the Lord inflict serious damage upon their enemies because they have 
maligned their characters and lied about them.  They�ve also fought against him � in 
David�s opinion - without a valid cause.   
 



31 
 

Compare Jeremiah and David�s prayers with that offered by Jesus.  Jeremiah and David 
prayed that their enemies would be destroyed by God, whereas Jesus prayed for His 
abusers/murderers to be forgiven. 
 
When He was nailed onto a cross, Jesus did not seek revenge on His enemies, but He 
prayed for them, confirming with His example, His instruction given in the sermon on the 
mount of Olives (Matthew 5:44).   
 
Where was the basis of David�s theology? Which law motivated both his and Jeremiah�s 
prayer?  No doubt it was not the principles of the 10 commandments - which forbade even 
angry thoughts against another (Matthew 5:21, 22) � that motivated the prophets at this 
time, but fear for their own safety.  
 
It seems likely that David�s prayer was motivated by the �other� law which the Jews 
considered sacred - the Mosaic law.  This set of statutes, while containing many positive 
principles, also contained some well-known statements which appeared to justify the 
principle of revenge.  
 
Exodus 21:23-25 
� And if [any] mischief follow, then thou shalt give life for life, Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot, Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.�   
 
It is very interesting that the �eye for an eye� law is found, not only in the Mosaic law, but in 
the Koran (Qu�ran) � the Islamic holy book, and als o in the ancient Babylonian law (which 
was written down centuries before the Hebrews formed a nation). 
 
Paul Tobin a self-confessed atheist, presents evidence which suggests that pagan 
religions influenced the Israelites’ perceptions of their God Yahweh.  Taken from his 
website at http://www.geocities.com/paulntobin/moses.html#1, we find the following 
startling information which is sourced from Barthel, What the Bible Really Says: p119 
Riedel et.al., The Book of the Bible: p34 : 
 

�Everyone is familiar with Moses receiving the ten commandments in two stone 
tablets from God in Mount Sinai. However, this story is originally Babylonian. 
One of the most well known ancient code of law was the Code of Hammurabi, so 
name after the Amorite king Hammurabi who lived around 1700 BC. On the great 
Babylonian stone monument, known as the stele of Hammurabi, a drawing 
inscribed on it shows the great Amorite King receiving the tablets of the law from 
the sun god, Shamash. 

 
The similarity does not end here. On the stele too is inscribed the laws that made 
up the Code of Hammurabi.  The general similarity between the code and The 
�Book of the Covenant� (Exodus chapters 21 to 23) a nd the legal codes of the 
books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy cannot be denied. The Mosaic laws were 
obviously written under the influence of the Babylonian code. [3] In some cases 
even the wordings are uncannily close to one another. For example take this one 
from the code on the principle of an-eye-for-an-eye: 
 

’If a citizen shall put out the eye of another, then let his own eye be put out....If a citizen 
shall knock out the teeth of another who is higher in rank, then let his own teeth be 
knocked out.’ 
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We can accept the existence of the Hammurabi stele and its inscribed code without 
becoming atheists like Paul Tobin, and we can contemplate the significance of its 
inscription without becoming �heretics� to the truth as it is found in Jesus� testimony.  
 
Perhaps this pagan, Babylonian code might explain why the principles in the Mosaic law 
appear contradictory. 
 
Jesus (and later Paul)13  revealed that God�s commandments require human beings to 
love their neighbours.   
 
The Jews had perceived that in the Mosaic law, the term �neighbour� referred only to other 
members of the Jewish nation, but in the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus included 
enemies and heretics as neighbours.   
 
How this parable must have boggled the minds of the Jewish people!  They believed that, 
according to the books of Moses, their ancestors were commanded by God to KILL the 
pagan, heretical inhabitants of Canaan � not to bin d up their wounds and care for them!  
No wonder the Pharisees accused Jesus of teaching against the law of Moses14 (Mark 
2:24-27; Luke 23:2; John 5:10-16; 10:33-36; 19:7). In response to this false claim, Jesus 
assured them that He was not come to destroy the law and the prophets, but to fulfil them 
(Matt 5:17).15 
 
More than just issuing this commandment to love their enemies and their neighbours as 
they loved themselves, Christ promised to empower His followers to do so.  
 
In certain places, the Mosaic law also required this loving principle. 
 
Leviticus 19:18, 
� Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I [am] the LORD.�  
 
However, in stark contrast, the Mosaic law also commanded the Jews apply torturous 
punishments, including the death penalty to their neighbours if and when they became 
enemies or �heretics.�  
 
The Mosaic laws were given to the Israelites, but they misunderstood a vital concept of the 
Mosaic law.  The Jews mistakenly believed that God�s law of �love thy neighbour� applied 

                                            
13 Matt 5:43,44  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.  44   But I 

say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you.�  Romans 1 3:8   Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that 
loveth another hath fulfilled the law.  9  For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not 
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if [there be] any other commandment, it is briefly 
comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  10   Love worketh no ill to his 
neighbour: therefore love [is] the fulfilling of the law. 

14 Luke 23:2: John Lightfoot�s Commentary:  
[We found this fellow perverting the nation.] "A disciple corrupting his food publicly, as did Jesus of Nazareth." 
’To corrupt their food publicly,’ is a phrase amongst the Rabbins to denote a mingling of true doctrine with heresy, 
and the true worship of God with idolatry. This was the accusation they framed against our Saviour at this time, 
that he taught heterodox and destructive principles, such especially as would tend to turn off and alienate the people 
from their obedience to the Romans. Aruch recites this passage of the Talmud more cautiously; for instead of as 
Jesus of Nazareth did, he hath it, as Jeroboam did.  

15 Stephen was also accused of speaking against the law of Moses (Acts 6:11) �Then they suborned men, which said, 
We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and [against] God.�   
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only to Jews, but in the story of the good Samaritian, Jesus corrected this 
misunderstanding.  God�s law applied to all humanity.  All humanity was �their neighbour.� 
 
The Jews believed that they were a privileged people � and in deed they were privileged.  
Not only did they receive God�s moral law on Mount Sinai, but they were also offered the 
Word of God in human form when Christ was born as a Jew.  However, instead of 
appreciating these blessings by serving and witnessing to other nations, the Jews became 
proud of their privileged position and considered other nations inferior to their own.  These 
neighbouring countries, while geographically considered to be neighbours, were not 
theologically considered as such.   
 
Some Mosaic laws are obviously inspired by God.  Such laws are based on the principles 
of love for God and for humanity � loving one’s nei ghbour as oneself (e.g. the laws which 
are beneficial for health and hygiene), but what about the other Old Testament laws that 
advocate death and destruction (supposedly) at the command of the One True God? 
These laws are ’very strange’ and appear to be based on a very different principle to 
unselfish love.   
 
The nature of these ’very strange’ Mosaic laws are demonstrated perhaps more clearly 
when read in the context of an open letter which was addressed to Dr Laura Schlessinger.  
Dr Laura is a US radio personality who offers advice to listeners who call her radio show.  
Recently, she stated, (as an Orthodox Jew), that �homosexuality is an abomination 
according to Leviticus 18:22, and cannot be condoned under any circumstance.�   
 

While it is understood that the 7th commandment forbids sexual immorality, it does not 
condone or command the murder of those who disregard that commandment.  However, 
the Mosaic law does apply the death penalty to this sexual practice.   
 
The writer of the open letter to Dr Laura was quick to notice that the death penalty is 
applied by the Mosaic laws. The writer also highlighted the fact that the Mosaic laws also 
specify and legislate as holy - certain, very unloving behaviours.  
 
Granted the letter to Dr Laura is cynical and mocking, but it also demonstrates the culture 
that was formed from rigid laws that ensured a certain form of religion was practiced.  That 
the religion was practised, motivated through fear, not through love, is obvious. 
 
The open letter to Dr Laura Schlessinger states: 
Dear Dr. Laura: 
Thank you for doing so much to educate people regarding God’s Law.  I have learned a 
great deal from your show, and try to share that knowledge with as many people as I can. 
When someone tries to defend the homosexual lifestyle, for example, I simply remind them 
that Leviticus 18:22 clearly states it to be an abomination.  End of debate.   
 
I do need some advice from you, however, regarding some of the other specific laws and 
how to follow them. 
 

1.  When I burn a bull on the altar as a sacrifice, I know it creates a pleasing odour for 
the Lord - Lev.1:9.  The problem is my neighbours.  They claim the odour is not pleasing 
to them.  Should I smite them? 
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2.  I would like to sell my daughter into slavery, as sanctioned in Exodus 21:7.  In this day 
and age, what do you think would be a fair price for her?  
 
3.  I know that I am allowed no contact with a woman while she is in her period of 
menstrual cleanliness - Lev.15:19-24.  The problem is, how do I tell?  I have tried asking, 
but most women take offence.  
 
4.  Lev. 25:44 states that I may indeed possess slaves, both male and female, provided 
they are purchased from neighbouring nations. A friend of mine claims that this applies to 
Mexicans, but not to Canadians.  Can you clarify?  Why can’t I own Canadians?  
 
5.  I have a neighbour who insists on working on the Sabbath.  Exodus 35:2 clearly states 
he should be put to death.  Am I morally obligated to kill him myself?  
 
6.  A friend of mine feels that even though eating shellfish is an abomination - Lev. 11:10, it 
is a lesser abomination than homosexuality.  I don’t agree.  Can you settle this?  
 
7.  Lev. 21:20 states that I may not approach the altar of God if I have a defect in my sight.  
I have to admit that I wear reading glasses.  Does my vision have to be 20/20, or is there 
some wiggle room here?  
 
8.  Most of my male friends get their hair trimmed, including the hair around their temple, 
even though this is expressly forbidden by Lev. 19:27. How should they die?  
 
9.  I know from Lev. 11:6-8 that touching the skin of a dead pig makes me unclean, but 
may I still play football if I wear gloves?  
 
10.  My uncle has a farm.  He violates Lev. 19:19 by planting two different crops in the 
same field, as does his wife by wearing garments made of two different kinds of thread 
(cotton/polyester blend). He also tends to curse and blaspheme a lot.  Is it really necessary 
that we go to all the trouble of getting the whole town together to stone them? Lev.24:10-
16.  Couldn’t we just burn them to death at a private family affair like we do with people 
who sleep with their in-laws (Lev.20:14)?  
 
I know you have studied these things extensively, so I am confident you can help. 
Thank you again for reminding us that God’s word is eternal and unchanging.�   
(End quote open letter to Dr Laura.  Her website is http://www.drlaura.com/main/ ) 

 
This open letter demonstrates the confusion regarding the Father’s law of love and the 
Mosaic law which also includes the death penalty, and even legalises other unloving acts. 
What is the Christian to do in this instance?  
 
Study!  
 
Compare everything with Jesus Christ. 
 
It must be noted that there are no ’genuine, original manuscripts’ or records of the original 
laws given by God to Moses, in existence today.  Those ’holy’ writings which are generally 
accepted to have been written by Moses, are now known to have been oral traditions and 
oral histories.  These traditional beliefs were only committed to writing � as recorded today 
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in the Bible - in or around the 7th century BC.16  Certainly the Old Testament Messianic 
prophecies reveal that God has indeed sent His Son in fulfilment of those prophecies. This 
was the evidence Jesus presented repeatedly to the Pharisees. Identifying the Messiah 
and His mission was the major message in the Old Testament.  
 
The Jews however, began to anticipate a warrior-deliverer Messiah, not a gentle, lamb-like 
Messiah.  It became necessary for humanity to see the character of God demonstrated in 
spoken words, in visible action, and in person.  The One True God sent His only begotten 
Son into the world to reveal His true character to those who had been deceived by Satan 
and effected by the beliefs of the pagan religions of the nations round about them.   
 
Jesus came to show deluded and deceived humanity what kind of life would please His 
Father and He revealed His Father’s character perfectly.  When Philip asked, "show us the 
Father," Jesus replied that "he who has seen Me has seen the Father" (John 14:9).  
 
While exposed to the violence of demon-possessed men and suffering extreme physical 
and mental agony, Jesus Christ revealed to us the superior character of the Father. 
 
Luke 23:34 
�Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.�  
 
Perhaps it was likely that Christ’s prayer on the cross, also extends to Christians today, 
who still �know not what they do� when they believe  the lie that God condones violence 
and the breaking of His own law of love.   
 
Ellen White, 1833, Last Day Events p 242; (14MR3) 
�I was shown  that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord 
upon them, but in this way:  They place themselves beyond His protection.  He 
warns, corrects, reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then, if those who 
have been the objects of His special care will follow their own course, independent 
of the Spirit of God, after repeated warnings, if they choose their own way, then He 
does not commission His angels to prevent Satan’s decided attacks upon them.  It 
is Satan’s power that is at work at sea and on land, bringing calamity and distress 
and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of his prey.�   
 
Ellen White says she was shown that God does not make attacks on the wicked, but that 
when He can protect them no longer, it is then that Satan attacks them. 
 
In order to study the character of God, the next section deals with attempts made by those 
who endeavour to justify religious persecution. 

                                            
16Recent historical and archaelogical research appears to reveal that by 700 BC most of the Old 

Testament was written down although the book of Psalms was recorded in its present form later 
- by 586 BC.   (Who Wrote the Bible, Robert Beckford, Compass, ABC broadcast on 9 April, 
2006; see also �Lost Worlds � the Bible Unearthed� video SBS  broadcast three part series 16 
July, 23 July, 30 July). 
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The Doctrine of Persecution � A Just War Against He retics 
The Catholic Encyclopedia on CD-ROM, concerning the death penalty 
for heresy, states:   

�The Christian teachers of the first three centuries insisted, as was natural for 
them, on complete religious liberty; furthermore, they not only urged the 
principle that religion could not be forced on others -- a principle always 
adhered to by the Church in her dealings with the unbaptised -- but, when 
comparing the Mosaic Law and the Christian religion, they taught that the 
latter was content with a, spiritual punishment of heretics (i.e. with 
excommunication), while Judaism necessarily proceeded against its 
dissidents with torture and death. (2) However, the imperial successors 
of Constantine soon began to see in themselves Divinely appointed 
"bishops of the exterior", i.e. masters of the temporal and material 
conditions of the Church. At the same time they retained the traditional 
authority of "Pontifex Maximus", and in this way the civil authority 
inclined, frequently in league with prelates of Arian tendencies, to 
persecute the orthodox bishops by imprisonment and exile. But the latter, 
particularly St. Hilary of Poltiers (Liber contra Auxentium, c. iv), protested 
vigorously against any use of force in the province of religion, whether for the 
spread of Christianity or for preservation of the Faith. They repeatedly urged 
that in this respect the severe decrees of the Old Testament were 
abrogated by the mild and gentle laws of Christ.� 
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08026a.htm  

Dr Jason David BeDuhn, Associate Professor of Religious Studies in Northern Arizona 
University has done extensive studies on the formulation of the doctrine of ’Biblical’ 
persecution.  Some extracts from his research appear below and are taken from his book 
called Augustine, Manichaeism and the Logic of Persecution p 153-160)  

� The term ’Manichaean’ has gained currency in public discourse during the last 
couple of years, as a characterization of the political rhetoric of violent 
confrontation between good and evil.  This usage reveals just how much 
Manichaeism still serves as the West’s heretical shadow, as well as how poorly 
this shadow tradition is understood even today.  Of course, it is true that 
Manichaeism understands the world dualistically, and affirms the real existence 
of an absolute evil within it.  But far from being militant crusaders, the 
Manichaeans were instead one of the most persecuted religious communities in 
history.  There is no readily apparently overarching cause or motive for this fact, 
but  only a series of regional religious conflicts in which Manichaeism always 
seemed to wind up as heresy against a stronger and politically-connected 
orthodoxy, be it Christian, Zoroastrian, Islamic, or Taoist.  In fact, a pattern 
emerges in which Manichaeism occupies the place of primary pressre for a 
developing state totalitarianism in religious matters: in Persia in the last third 
centruy, in Rome briefly at the same time and then resuming in the late ninth 
centruy.  In each, Manichaeism was used to initially defnine the unacceptable in 
society, to try out the methods of discovery and destruction, before turning the 
state apparatus against other groups.  This treatment served only to confirm the 
Manichaean conception of a world riddled through with evil forces and 
intentions, ready to wreak violence on the righteous. These oppressive 
governments, secure in their purpose, offered little explicit justification for the 
steps taken.� (continued over page). 
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(Dr Jason David BeDuhn, continued) � We must take advantage of the one case 
among the many where we have a considerable body of rationalization from the 
persecuting side, namely, the writings of Augustine of Hippo, in an effort to 
fathom the logic of persecution and to compare it with the opposing logic of the 
Manichaeans themselves in order to better understand why one religious 
community felt justified and even compelled in the name of the truth, while the 
other rejected persecution  as a logical outcome of the very �Manichaean� 
discrimination between good and evil in the world.  Augustine worked at one of 
the most crucial moments in Christian history, and found himself attempting to 
bridge the gap between the persecuted Church of the past ....and the 
persecuting Church that was just starting to emerge in his lifetime (mostly in the 
form of imperial legislation that sought to suppress paganism and rival forms of 
Christianity.)  It would be possible, on the basis of the Sermon on the Mount 
and other early Christian teachings, to assert that God permits the suffering of 
his saints at the hands of the wicked without resistance, and without allowing a 
reciprocal act of violence.  �Resist no evil� as an  ethic could form an 
unbridgeable chasm between the persecuted and the persecuting churches.  
God could allow the wicked to establish their own condemnation through 
unauthorized acts of evil, without himself authorizing any violent act.  This was 
precisely the Manichaean position based exclusively on the New Testament, 
but not that of Augustine and others who brought into the equation the portrayal 
of God found in the Old Testament.  Her God acts in the world, protecting the 
righteous, punishing the wicked, chastising the wayward.  Augustine repeatedly 
quotes Proverbs on the good of disciplinary chastisement.  The Old Testament 
material bridges the gap between the God of the perseucted and the God 
of the persecutor, synthesizing a God who can be both.... In Augustine’s 
early debates with the Donatists, he was able to cite from the Old Testament 
violent acts performed with the authorization of God.  But the Donatist Fortunius 
challenged him to cite even a single such instance from the New Testament, 
and Augustine was forced to admit he could not (Letter 44.9-10).� 

 

Originally Augustine did not believe that he could logically justifiy punishment of the 
wicked based on the New Testament writings, however, he finally found justification for 
this theology in Acts �where Christ smites Paul on the road to Damascus.�   

Dr BeDuhn continues: 

� For Augustine, the fact that both God in the Old Testament and Christ in the New can 
inflict violent punishment on sinners lends sanction to human institutions of punishment.  

In his 185th letter, Ausustine asks,  ’How then are kings to serve the Lord with fear, 
except by preventing and chastising with religious severity all those acts which are done 
in opposition ot the commandments of the Lord?... In that he is a man, he serves Him 
by living faithfully; but in that he is also king, he serves Him by enforcing with suitable 
rigour such laws as ordain what is righteous, and punish what is the reverse....It is 
indeed better ... that men should be led to worship God by teaching, than that they 
should be driven to it by fear of punishment or pain; but it does not follow that because 
the former course produces better men, therefore those who do not yeild to it should be 
neglected.   For many have found advantage... in being first compelled by fear of pain, 
so that they might afterwards be influenced by teaching, or might follow out in act what 
they had already learned in word...Whilst those are better who are guided aright by 
love, those are certainly more numerous who are corrected by fear.’ � The Christian 
persecutor there acts for the good of the sinner and heretic� (continued over page).  
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(Dr Jason David BeDuhn continued) �Using the example of an ignorant child playing 
with snakes, Augustine maintains that restraining people by force from behavior that 
harms themselves is a good deed (Letter 153:4).  ’For the person from whom is taken 
away the freedom which he abuses in doing wrong is vanquished with benefit to himself 
(Letter 138:14). And in a letter to a local governor Augustine insists, ’It is not their 
death, but their deliverance from error, that we seek to accomplish by the help of 
the terror of judges and of laws, whereby they may be preserved from falling 
under the penalty of eternal judgment’ (Letter 153:4).  With the sanction of Christ’s 
example in coercing Saul on the road to Damascus, Augustine argues, ’Why therefore 
should not the Church use force in compelling her lost sons to return, if the lost sons 
compelled others to their destruction?.... Is it not a part of the care of the shepherd, 
when any sheep have left the flock, even though not violently forced away, but led 
astray by tender words and coaxing blandishments, to bring them back to the fold of his 
master when he has found them, by the fear or even the pain of the whip, if they show 
symptoms of resistance? (Letter 185:23)� 

Augustine believed that he had justified the church’s use of punishment by claiming that 
Jesus has inflicted punishment on Saul on the road to Damascus.  One must consider 
whether Saul’s reaction through exposure to the glory of Christ does in fact, constitute 
persecution by Christ. Jesus’ words reveal that He was not using force or coercion against 
Saul, but that He was in fact, revealing that Saul was persecuting Him instead. 

Acts 9:3-6 
"And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about 
him a light from heaven: (4) And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, 
Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? (5) And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord 
said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks. (6) 
And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord 
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do."   
 
Saul’s reaction to the ’glorious light’ was an indication of what occurs to a sinful human 
being when they are exposed to the presence of divinity.  Christ did not ’smite’ Saul and 
cause his blindness.  Blindness came upon Saul because he, a sinner, had glimpsed the 
partially veiled glory of the Son of God.  Verse 18 describes the return of Saul’s eyesight 
as �scales� falling from his eyes when Ananias pray ed for him.   
 
Acts 9:18 
� And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight 
forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.� 
 
In love, Christ healed Saul from this affliction at the very moment that Saul exercised faith 
in Him.  This is comparable to the experience which occurred to three of the disciples on 
the Mount of Transfiguration.  Peter, James and John were witnesses to the event where 
God the Father visibly communicated with His Son.  The Son’s face and body became 
visibly bright when the Father came near to Christ.  Note the disciples’ reaction to being 
exposed to divine glory � and note Christ’s compass ionate response to their affliction. 
 
Matthew 17:2, 5-8 
� And was transfigured before them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was 
white as the light....  (5) ... behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice 
out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye 
him. (6) And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were sore afraid. (7) 
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And Jesus came and touched them, and said, Arise, and be not afraid. (8) And when they 
had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.�  
 
Perhaps the disciples also were blinded by divine glory until Jesus touched them, just as 
Ananias touched Saul to effect his healing. 
 
Augustine’s theology of �justified’ persecution included the death penalty.  
� Augustine’s initial attempts to justify capital punishment as a form of restraint on the 
sinner, preventing worse sin, is inherently incoherent within Christianity unti the later 
development of a purgatory concept to accommodate it.... Augustine assumes that when 
God causes calamity to befall the faithful, it is a matter of punishing unrecognized fault, 
serving a useful reminder to vigilance, or testing one’s faith (ContraFaustum 22:20).  If 
God wilfully permits the persecution of his saints for his larger purposes, then certainly he 
permits the persecution of the wicked and perverse by the saints to the same ends.  And if 
God’s sense of justice is served by the suffering of all those who have inherited Adam’s 
sin, then certainly he accepts his saints as the agents of this justice on those who reject 
forgiveness and by their recalcitrance threaten all.  Building on Romans 13, he asserts that 
all political authority is approved by God... Augustine inadvertently provides the classic 
Nuremburg defense, that one remains innocent when obeying a command given by one in 
a position of sufficient authority, regardless of how it relates to any human standard of 
good or evil.  By the same logic every action � be it that of a Gandhi or that of a Hitler � is 
vindicated as acts of God’s will, insofar as they were successsfully enacted in a world 
under God’s absolute control....In rejecting such a God, the Manichaeans reject the 
justification of persecution, either as promoted by God as a means to god ends, or 
permitted by him as a chastiement of his chosen ones.  Persecution, like all acts of 
violence, can only be instigated by evil.  God does not allow persecution, but works 
tirelessly to free his saints from it... The logic of dualism entails the idea that God is not the 
only force to contend with, that God does not control all events in the universe, that not 
every existent thing or possiblity of action mut be rationalized wihin a unified supreme will.  
For the Manichaeans, therefore, there was a perfect logic to suffering and persecution: the 
world was a battlefield between good and evil, the individual was part of a voluntary 
mission to wage this war, the composition of the human body as a mixture of good and evil 
meant that many individuals could be turned to the enemy and when they were they would 
ignorantly persecute their fellow soul.  Thus persecution is the natural state of this world.  
The good by definition suffers.  The leaders of religion especially draw down upon 
themselves the hostility of the forces of evil.� (Dr Jason David BeDuhn, Associate 
Professor in Religious Studies at Northern Arizona University. Quoatations from 
Augustine, Manichaeism and the Logic of Persecution p153-160) 
http://www.nau.edu/human/religion/beduhn/Augustine,%20Manichaeism,%20and%20the%
20Logic%20of%20persecution.pdf  
 

It can be seen, that against this historical background, the doctrine of �justifable� 
persecution - giving sanction to the murder of ’heretics’ - is deeply established in the 
Roman Catholic church through the writings of Augustine. 

Not surprisingly, many other Christian denominations, following in the steps of Rome, have 
also accepted this doctrine � on Augustine’s assump tions - as being ’Biblically� 
established. 
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Perceptions of God’s Personality Form Legislation 
Reported by Lauren Smith at The Wall of Separation, Official Weblog of AU.org 
(Americans United), September 15, 2006.  Extracts from the original article appear below. 
 
God And Politics In America: What Baylor Researchers Found 
 

A new report released by the Baylor University Institute for Studies of Religion has 
revealed some intriguing details about religion and politics in the United States. The 
study, titled "American Piety in the 21st Century," is considered to be most 
comprehensive and insightful undertakings in the field to date. The survey of over 
1,700 adults went beyond previous studies that tracked how many Americans 
believe in God or how religious affiliation affects the outcome of elections. Using 
questions never before posited to the American public, the Baylor University 
researchers wanted to find out how Americans perceive God�s personality and 
how different perceptions influence political leaning....Fully one-third of 
Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants. The proportions of American 
Catholics and Mainline Protestants are nearly equal, with shares of 21 percent 
and 22 percent of the population, respectively. Those identifying as Jewish (2.5 
percent), Black Protestant (5 percent) �Other� (4.9  percent) and unaffiliated (10.8 
percent) round out America�s religious make-up.  The report offers some 
interesting insight on those who don�t identify with any particular denomination. The 
researchers say traditional ways of classifying religious affiliation are often problematic 
because �unaffiliated� can be incorrectly interpret ed as �not religious.� Previous 
surveys which claimed 14 percent of the population is unaffiliated, says the Baylor 
report, �have over-counted the religiously unaffiliated by 10 million Americans." 
Interestingly, nearly 63 percent of the respondents who identified as �unaffiliated� do, 
in fact, state that they believe in God or some higher power. Those three or four 
percentage points are significant, the researchers say, because one�s belief in and 
perception of God has a direct impact on political leaning.  Part two of the 
report introduces a concept barely, if ever, studied before. Participants were asked to 
characterize how involved God is in �worldly and personal affairs� and to what 
extent God is �angered by human sins� and demonstra tes �punishing, 
severe and wrathful characteristics.� Based on respondents’ answers, 
America�s �Four Gods� were classified as  benevolent and involved (23 percent), 
authoritative and involved (31 percent), distant and disengaged (24 percent) and 
critical and disengaged (16 percent). Five percent identified as Atheist. The 
findings, when applied to political trends, reveal fascinating details about 
theology�s influence on American politics.�   

 
It seems most people would support legislation or constitutional amendment which reflect 
their views about God’s personality. http://blog.au.org/2006/09/god_and_politic.html  
 
According to the preceding article, the churches do not unite on doctrine - but on their 
perceptions of God’s character. Doctrines are not formed until AFTER the 
churches unite in their judgments of God’s character.  The motivating factor that 
causes the churches to unify, is NOT the Sunday law; it is the perception or belief 
that God requires the saints to enforce worship on those who do not to worship in 
the way dictated by the majority.  It is this incorrect perception of God’s character, 
that causes the image of the beast to be formed � a  religious power that employs a 
political power to legislate and enforce compliance with its religious laws.  
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Revelation 14 and Ellen White’s prophecy (in Great Controversy and the last chapter of 
Christ’s Object Lessons17), predict that the final contest will contrast the loving character 
of the Father in the 144,000 and the evil  character of Satan manifested in his followers.  
 
The demonstration before the universe will cause all to differentiate between the spirit of 
God and the spirit of Satan.  Freedom of choice will contrast with violent domination. Such 
opposing character traits spring from the spirit dwelling within the person. The 144 000 will 
be filled with the unselfish love of God, evidenced in the law of liberty which reigns in their 
bodies through Jesus Christ. (His name (character/spirit) is in their foreheads Rev 14:1).  
In stark contrast, the wicked will demonstrate with acts of violent domination that the 
selfish spirit dwelling within them is satanic. When the image to the beast if fully formed, 
this satanic spirit will be manifest toward ’heretics’ who have been empowered by the 
grace of God, to ’love their enemies’ (Matt 5:44). 
  
"The 144,000 will ’know their God’ i.e. they will know His character (Daniel 11:32). Through 
Christ’s spirit in their minds, they will reproduce His character (Rev 12:17; Rev 14:1) and 
demonstrate to the universe that unselfish love is the only sane principle of government 
and more than sufficient for every situation.   In fact, the experiment with sin will not be 
concluded until God’s character is revealed, in the person of Christ’s saints.  
 

Ellen White, 1 Testimonies for the Church, p 59  
�The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads were the words 
God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing Jesus’ new name. At our happy, holy 
state the wicked were enraged, and would rush violently up to lay hands on us to 
thrust us into prison, when we would stretch forth the hand in the name of the Lord, 
and they would fall helpless to the ground. Then it was that the synagogue of Satan 
knew that God had loved us, who could wash one another’s feet, and salute the brethren 
with a holy kiss, and they worshipped at our feet.�   
 
While the wicked demonstrate the violent and selfish principles of Satan’s government, the 
144,000 demonstrate their Father’s spirit. Just as Jesus refused to defend Himself and 
’reviled not again,’ (1 Pet 2:23), but trusted in the Father’s love, so the saints, full of 
Christ’s loving spirit, demonstrate the same gentleness in their characters. They also, will 
refuse to retaliate or to defend ’self,’ but will trust in their heavenly Father’s love.  When the 
wicked rush to harm the saints, it is the saint’s non-violent, loving response that 
convinces the wicked of their sin. The wicked realise that the saints are trusting God 
with their lives and they confess that love is stronger than violent domination and 
selfishness. God’s love is demonstrated to be the perfect law for universal government. 

 
Christ’s Object Lessons, p 69, 415  

� It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. Men are 
losing their knowledge of His character. It has been misunderstood and misinterpreted. 
At this time a message from God is to be proclaimed, a message illuminating in its 
influence and saving in its power. His character is to be made known. Into the darkness 
of the world is to be shed the light of His glory, the light of His goodness, mercy, and truth.  
When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He 
will come to claim them as His own..... The last rays of merciful light, the last 
message of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love.� 

                                            
17Christ’s Object Lessons: To Meet the Bridegroom (Wise/Foolish Virgins) see appendix 
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Forming the Image to the Beast 
The following extract is taken from Maranatha Media 
http://www.maranathamedia.com.au/start/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=7
5&Itemid=2  

�Many Christian & Jewish Leaders Call for Return to Commandments.  A large group 
of Christian and Jewish leaders are calling for a return to the 10 Commandments. On 
May 7 2006, many churches will celebrate the eternal law of God. see Ten 
Commandment Day Web site This is an interesting observation for Seventh-day 
Adventists. We appreciate that many Christian churches want to keep the 10 
Commandments but it seems strange after many have preached for so long that the 
law was nailed to the cross. How can the law of God be eternal and nailed to the 
cross at the same time?  It will be interesting to see if this group, The Ten 
Commandment Commission, will seek to pressure government to recognise the 
ten commandments in line with the (Ellen White’s) prediction of Great Controversy 
page 445.  ’When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such 
points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce 
their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have 
formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon 
dissenters will inevitably result.’" 

 

For those familiar with the typical movements which introduce theocratic or dictatorial rule, 
the following information available from http://www.theocracywatch.org/audio-video.htm 
may be of interest. 

 

On 29 April, 2005, Joan Bokaer, representing an organisation called Theocracy Watch, 
spoke on the subject of Dominionism.  The programme was sponsored by New York Open 
Centre and CUNY Graduate Centre.  Joan Bokaer’s presentation focuses on "the 
theocratic wing of the Christian right and how their beliefs are impacting our lives."  
Highlights of the lecture and website appear below:   

There are powerful political movements in USA today, which are endeavouring to 
’reconstruct America’ into a theocratic society. 

� Congressman Christopher Shays (Republican of Connecticut) ’the party of Lincoln 
has become the party of theocracy’ (New York Times, 24 March 2005)." 

• Pat Robertson stated: "With the apathy that exists today, a well organized 
minority can influence the selection of candidates to an astonishing degree 
(The Milennium, 1990).... �We want to see a majorit y of the Republican party in 
the hands of pro-family Christians�... (Denver Post , 26 October, 1992).  

• Rousas Rushdoony, the ’father’ of the Christian Reconstructionist Movement (1916-
2001) in The Institutes of Biblical Law (1973) called on Christ’s elect people to 
subdue all things and all nations to Christ and His law-word." 
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• Rousas Rushdooney�s son-in-law, Gary North � a prol ific Christian 
Reconstruction writer; founder of the Institute for Christian Economics. He 
wrote in Christianity and Civilization, (Spring, 1982) regarding religious 
liberty. �So let us be blunt about it: we must use the doctr ine of religious 
liberty to gain independence for Christian schools until we train up a 
generation of people who know that there is no religious neutrality, no neutral 
law, no neutral education, and no neutral civil government. Then they will get 
busy in constructing a Bible-based social, political and religious order which 
finally denies the religious liberty of the enemies of God" 
http://www.theocracywatch.org/biblical_law2.htm#Biblical  

• Sara Diamond, sociologist, in Z Magazine, Feb 1995 states that, �Dominion 
Theology is the belief that Christians alone are Biblically mandated to occupy all 
secular Institutions until Christ returns..." 

• Dominionist author, Gorge Grant (1985) "The army of God is to conquer the earth, 
to subdue it, to rule over it, to exercise dominion....(Bringing in the Sheaves, p 
98);   �Christians have an obligation, a mandate, a commission, a holy responsibility 
to reclaim the land for Jesus Christ -- to have dominion in civil structures, just as in 
every other aspect of life and godliness. But it is dominion we are after. Not just a 
voice. It is dominion we are after. Not just influence.  It is dominion we are after. Not 
just equal time. It is dominion we are after. World conquest. That’s what Christ has 
commissioned us to accomplish. We must win the world with the power of the 
Gospel. And we must never settle for anything less... Thus, Christian politics has as 
its primary intent the conquest of the land -- of men, families, institutions, 
bureaucracies, courts, and governments for the Kingdom of Christ (pp. 50-51) The 
Changing of the Guard, Biblical Principles for Political Action � cited in  
Dominion Theology: Blessing or Curse? by Thomas Ice, published in 1988 by H. 
Wayne House and Thomas Ice. pp. 412) 

Gary DeMar and Peter Leithart, in The Reduction of Christianity (1990:335) states: "The 
reign of Christ ... is meant to subdue every enemy of righteousness." 

• George W Bush as quoted in a fund-raising letter, Traditional Values 
Coalition, March 2005, �We need common sense judges who understand that 
our rights are derived from God.  Those are the kind of judges I intend to put 
on the bench.�  

• U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia published an article in First Things, a 
journal of religion and public life, in May, 2002.  Scalia states: 
"....Government...derives its moral authority from God.  It is the minister of God with 
powers to "avenge" to "execute wrath" including even wrath by the sword (which is 
unmistakenly [sic] a reference to the death penalty)..."Indeed, it seems to me that 
the more Christian a country is, the less likely it is to regard the death penalty 
as immoral." 

Joan Bokaer responds to Judge Scalia’s statement with: "Once we have a government 
that believes it derives its authority from God, then we become a theocracy. Well, 
once you see government as the minister of god, you have to ask the obvious 
question. Whose god? Is it Scalia’s god? ...or the Dalai Lama?... And what about 
people who don’t believe in God?  What happens to them...?� 
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• From a Unitarian Universalist Minister in Austin, Texas, written for the Unitarian 
Universalist World, January/February, 2004:  

�In Texas, where I live, the state has refused to grant the Ethical Society in Austin a 
church tax exemption because its members don’t believe in God. The state 
maintains that defining God as a concept won’t do, that to qualify as a church the 
society’s members must believe in God as a being. The case has been through two 
appeals, and the state’s attorneys have now taken it to the Texas Supreme Court. If 
the state wins, the ruling will affect every Unitarian Universalist church in the state-
not to mention Buddhists, Taoists, and Hindus. Austin has the largest Hindu temple 
in North America, and Hindus are quite clear that Brahman is in no sense a being, 
and that all his personified images-as Krishna, Vishnu, Shiva, or the Divine Mother 
Durga and her manifestations-are all imaginative creations, not beings.� 
http://www.theocracywatch.org/relig_inst.htm  

• Thomas Ice was a Christian Reconstructionist for 12 years, but then resigned, 
unable to agree with the theology.  After his resignation, Ice wrote a book 
called "Dominion Theology: Blessing or Curse?" (1988) which discusses the 
principles of Christian reconstruction. Ice states, "Christian 
Reconstructionists propose to institute a theocratic government in America" 
(p 74)...Non-Christians cannot rule themselves and must be excluded from a 
government under God’s law (p 71)."  

• Enforcing Biblical Law - Journalist Frederick Clarkson reports on the views of 
Rev. Joseph Morecraft, pastor of the Reconstructionist Chalcedon 
Presbyterian Church in Marietta, Georgia: "In his book, and especially when 
speaking at the 1993 Biblical World View and Christian Education Conference, 
Morecraft discussed with relish the police power of the state. His belief in the 
persecution of nonbelievers and those who are insufficiently orthodox is 
crystal clear. Morecraft described democracy as "mob rule," and stated that 
the purpose of "civil government" is to "terrorize evil doers. . . to be an 
avenger!" he shouted, "To bring down the wrath of God to bear on all 
those who practice evil!" "And how do you terrorize an evil doer?" he 
asked. "You enforce Biblical law!" The purpose of government, he said, 
is "to protect the church of Jesus Christ," and, "Nobody has the right to 
worship on this planet any other God than Jehovah. And therefore the state 
does not have the responsibility to defend anybody’s pseudo-right to worship 
an idol!" "There ain’t no such thing" as religious pluralism, he declared. 
Further, "There has never been such a condition in the history of mankind. 
There is no such place now. There never will be." 

 http://www.theocracywatch.org/biblical_law2.htm  

Co-authors Mark Beliles and Stephen McDowell, in America’s Providential History 
(1989:27), declare: �A  government controlled and funded welfare system is 
unbiblical (p 27). Scripture makes it clear that God is the provider, not the state� (p 
187).  

• Thomas Ice (1988: 73): �What would a reconstructed America look like? The only 
legitimate functions of the state are: restraining civil evil; punishing evil; protecting 
the law abiding; defending the nation.   
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The Republican Party of Texas confirms that the United States is a Christian nation 
(Preamble 2004).  

• The Texas Republican platform supports the abolition of: the bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms; position of Surgeon-General; Environmental 
Protection Agency, Department of Energy; Housing and Urban Development; 
Health and Human Services, Department of Education, Commerce and 
Labour. They also call for the de-funding or abolition of the National 
Endowment of the Arts and Public Broadcasting System  (p19) 

• Texas Republican platform p 8 states: �Our party pl edges to exert its 
influence to ... dispel the ’myth’ of the separation of church and state....�  

What happens to funding for social programmes, social education, and protection 
of the environment?  What happens to social funding and education? 

• Thomas Ice in � Dominion Theology, Blessing or Curse? answers:  

"Tax rates would be much less... due to a shift in welfare burden away from 
government to... the church� (p 74).  

• Joan Bokaer asks the question and answers it herself: 

� Where do churches get their money? A member’s tithe. They give 10 percent of 
their income to the church.�  

• Thomas Ice explains,  

� The tithe, not taxes, would finance most social welfare (p 77). 

• President George Bush stated, in his Faith-Based Initiative speech, 

"I believe the United States is beginning to fit the model of a reconstructed 
America....We want to fund programs that save Americans one soul at a time." 
President George W. Bush, January, 2004, in a speech in New Orleans. 
http://www.theocracywatch.org/faith_base.htm  

• Paul Weyrich, established the Free Congress Foundation in 1977.  Meetings 
are still held every Wednesday are so influential, that a high ranking member 
of the White House is in attendance at every meeting. In its 2001 manifesto, 
the Foundation proclaimed: 

"We will not try to reform the existing institutions. We only intend to 
weaken them, and eventually destroy them." 

• A particular concern for Christians might be seen in Thomas Ice explanation 
of the centrality of Biblical law: 

"Only through ... Old Testament civil law can America and the whole world - 
be saved from destruction" (p 15). 

Joan Bokaer clarifies Ice’s statement: 

� Old Testment civil law means Biblical law which includes using the death 
penalty for people who sin against the 10 commandments.� 18  

                                            

18 Ellen White: 5 Testimonies for the Church, p 137 �T he test will surely come. Thirty-six years 
ago I was shown that what is now transpiring would take place, that the observance of an 
institution of the papacy would be enforced upon the people by a Sunday law, while the 
sanctified rest day of Jehovah would be trampled underfoot.�  See also Great Controversy, p 448.  

 



46 
 

Senator Tom Coburn, a Republican: the Associated Press in July 2003: 

�I favor the death penalty for abortionists." 

• Joan Bokaer "People who identify with - they call themselves ’the culture of 
life’ - are the strongest proponents of the death penalty and guns." 

� Kevin Martin is a very aggressive crusader against indecency and some 
people associate that word with pornography, but it’s really much broader - 
it is about imposing Biblical law on the rest of society and he was recently 
appointed chair of the Federal Communications Commission.  The 5 people 
on that commission were given enormous power on February 16th when the 
House of Representatives passed the Broadcast Indecency Act. It 
authorizes the FCC to fine broadcasts up to $500,000 for indecency 
violations.  And so great is the chill cast by this act that 66 affiliates of CBS 
pulled ’Saving Private Ryan’ off the air - an academy award winning film. 
Why?  Because they used the Lord’s name in vain.�  

� It’s about Biblical law....� 

� Indecency police are a major part of theocratic states... Taliban is 
proclaimed as the Ministry for the Protection of Virtue and Prevention of 
Vice.�  

• The Treaty of Tripoli signed in 1797, Article 11 (which was ratified by 
Congress) states: "...the government of the Unites States of America is not in 
any sense founded on the Christian religion..." 

The Republican Party of Texas boldly proclaims its mission:"The Republican Party 
of Texas confirms that the United States is a Christian nation (Preamble 2004).�  

Since the Republican Party has majorities in both houses of Congress, they set the 
agendas, chair the committees, and decide which bills will and won’t come up for a 
vote. http://www.theocracywatch.org/   

The Reconstructionists consider the Puritans society as a pattern for the new 
Reconstructed America. 

Mark Beliles and Stephen McDowell, entitled America’s Providential History, 
(1989:p 84), states, "The primary strength of the Puritans was their ’spirit of 
dominion.’ They recognized the scriptural mandate requiring Godly rule, and 
zealously set out to establish that in all aspects of society." 

 

American Civil Liberties Union  reports the following alarming information 
http://www.aclu.org/safefree/torture/torturefoia.html which appears to reveal that 
the USA, through recently legislation, ’legalised’ the use of torture in periods of war. 

 

July 2008 (7/24/2008) 

� ACLU Obtains Key Memos Authorizing CIA Torture Methods  

 

May 2008 (5/27/2008) 

� ACLU Obtains Heavily Redacted CIA Documents Regarding Waterboarding  
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May 2008 (5/20/2008) 

� Justice Department Report Reveals Senior Government Officials Knew Early 
On Of Interrogation Abuse But Did Not Stop It Justice Department Report 
Reveals Senior Government Officials Knew Early On Of Interrogation Abuse 
But Did Not Stop It  

 

May 2008  (5/14/2008) 

� ACLU Obtains Defense Department Documents About Prisoner Deaths And 
Interrogations  

 

April 2008  (4/30/2008) 

� Newly Unredacted Report Confirms Psychologists Supported Illegal 
Interrogations In Iraq and Afghanistan  

 

April 2008 (4/16/2008) 

� Documents Obtained By ACLU Describe Charges Of Murder And Torture Of 
Prisoners In U.S. Custody  

 

April 2008 (4/2/2008) 

� Bush Administration Memo Says Fourth Amendment Does Not Apply To 
Military Operations Within U.S.  

 

April 2008 (4/1/2008) 

� A secret memo authored by the Department of Justice (DOJ) asserting that 
President Bush has unlimited power to order brutal interrogations to extract 
information from detainees was declassified today as a result of an American 
Civil Liberties Union Freedom of Information Act lawsuit. The memo, written 
by John Yoo, then a deputy at the DOJ�s Office of Legal Counsel (OLC), was 
sent to the Defense Department in March 2003.  

http://www.aclu.org/safefree/torture/torturefoia.html  
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In Australia, recent events are a reminder that it is not only in the USA that violence 
is being legislated.  

1. (1996) Martin Byrant � supposed to have committed 3 5 murders in a shooting spree 
at Port Arthur. National gun control legislation resulted  which effectively de-armed 
citizens � consequently making them incapable of re al resistance in an attack/ war; 

2. (2002)    Accepting the authority of an international criminal court. Australia ratified 
the Rome Statute for the ICC, becoming the 75th State Party. Previously, the 
Federal Cabinet decided Australia should ratify the International Criminal Court, 
with a condition giving special protection to Australians. The declaration provides 
that Australians cannot be tried by the Court without a warrant from the Australian 
government. On 11 June 2002, (former) Prime Minister Howard announced 
Cabinet’s decision to approve the bill on ICC ratification, and this was followed by 
two weeks of heated debate within Parliament.  
http://www.iccnow.org/publications/update/iccupdate29.pdf  It appears that an 
Australian could be charged with a crime under international law, be taken to the 
World Court in Rome, and tried before a closed court.  His own country might not 
assist him other than to refuse to give a warrant to the ICC.  If a warrant is granted, 
what might be the probable outcome of an atheist being tried in a court where  the 
jury are strict Catholics  or Muslims?  Could an impartial jury be found in such a 
case? (Consider Australia’s response to Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.  USA, Britian, 
Spain, France, Germany,  Argentina demand their citizens be sent home from the 
UN prison, but Australia refused to remove its citizen from the prison for years); 

(2003)  Death penalty legislation promoted. The death penalty in Australia ceased for all 
states for murder in 1973 and for treason in 1985.  In 2003, Mr Howard suggested that the 
states might find it prudent to commence debate on the benefits of re-introducing the death 
penalty for treason  (A person who committed a terrorist act against their own country 
would be guilty of treason). http://www.nswccl.org.au/unswccl/issues/dp090803.php 
(Sydney Morning Herald 9/8/03); 

3. On 16 February 2003, the then Australian Prime Minister Mr John Howard stated in 
a televised interview that the Bali bombers �should be dealt with in accordance with 
Indonesian law. ...and if [the death penalty] is what the law of Indonesia provides, 
well, that is how things should proceed. There won�t be any protest from Australia�. 

In early March 2003, the then Australian Prime Minister Mr John Howard stated that he 
would welcome the death penalty for Osama Bin Laden.  He added, �I think everybody 
would.� 

4. (2005)  Anti-terrorist legislation to control citizens’ movements and activities - when 
no offence has been committed - eg. stop and search laws;  

(2005)  Preventative Detention Legislation to detain citizens on suspicion only - with no 
offence having been committed - for up to 2 weeks without a court order and without a 
charge;  

5. (2005)  Social conditioning - anti-terrorist "dob in" advertising campaigns � likely of 
causing the public to be fearful and suffer apprehension; 
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2003/jan2003/adve-j15.shtml   

(2006)  Increased military powers have been granted in recent legislation. (Soldiers given 
more reasons to shoot to kill on home soil, 9 January, 2006 
http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/troops-shoottokill-powers-
extended/2006/01/08/1136655089477.html  
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6. (2006) The Smart Card - Federal cabinet is considering the issue of a smart card. 
The Australia Card was rejected  2 decades ago, but Treasurer Costello claims the 
war on terrorism has changed Australians’ attitudes (Sydney Morning Herald, 29 
March 2006 �Smart-card-would-trump-Australia-Card). Democrats Senator Natasha 
Stott Despoja stated, "It might not be called an Australia Card, or a national identity 
card, but it is even more dangerous than the proposal we debated in the 1980s."  
She was concerned the proposed smart card "will become a national identity card 
by stealth." http://www.smh.com.au/news/national/parliament-rubberstamps-
howards-eavesdropping-laws/2006/03/30/1143441281193.html  

 
In the light of the foregoing, it seems highly likely that the death penalty will soon be 
considered �necessary� by the government and perhaps later al so by the people in 
Australia to cope with the perceived terrorist-threat.   The death penalty might likely be 
legislated on the grounds that "it’s not wrong � it is not a sin - to murder heretics or 
terrorists.   

It is prophesied by Ellen White that �heretics� wil l be eventually be considered 
treasonous (or terrorists) to their country.  This charge will be based upon the belief 

or doctrine that 7th day Sabbath-keepers are causing the wrath of God to come on 
the earth.  The wicked believe that God�s wrath causes natural disasters and that 
God in His vicious wrath will decimate the countries of the world, unless Sunday is 
accepted as holy by all the world�s inhabitants (Ellen White, Great Controversy) 

 

Ellen White, Letter 1 Feb, 1890 

�It has been shown to me that Satan is stealing a march upon us. The law of God through 
the agency of Satan is to be made void in our land of boasted freedom; religious liberty will 
come to an end. The contest will be decided over the Sabbath question, which will agitate 
the whole world.� 

 

Ellen White, Review and Herald 18 March, 1884 p8  

�In churches and in large gatherings in the open air, ministers will urge upon the people 
the necessity of keeping the first day of the week. There are calamities on sea and land: 
and these calamities will increase, one disaster following close upon another; and the little 
band of conscientious Sabbath-keepers will be pointed out as the ones who are bringing 
the wrath of God upon the world by their disregard of Sunday.�  

 

The prophecy further predicts that the whole world will be unified against the One True, 
non-violent God and those who uphold His holy law of love. 

 

The law that claims that it’s not a sin to murder heretics � will be the law that is 

passed to destroy God’s 7th day Sabbath-keeping people. If you are a Sabbath-
keeper, who believes that God’s commandments are binding, then it might well be 
that this legislation is designed to murder you!!  

 

The 10 commandments were written on two tables of stone.  The first four commandments 
explained how humanity are to reveal love and praise to their Creator.  The last six 
commandments clarified how individuals are to related to each other in love.  
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In the looming crisis of the last days, God’s people will be tested on a specific 
commandment from the first table of stone � the Sab bath commandment.  The Sabbath 
demonstrates our allegiance and acceptance of a specific God’s authority.   

 

Perhaps God’s people will also be especially tested on commandments which were written 
on the second table of stone.  Certainly their characters will demonstrate that they keep 

ALL the commandments of God.  However, the 6th commandment which states, �Thou 
shalt not kill� might also especially identify the followers of God for they, like Christ will be 
abused, persecuted and perhaps murdered, but there will be �no violence in them� for they 
have their Father’s spirit in their minds (Revelation 14:1, 5).   
 
It was demonstrated to the universe (by the Son’s life) there was no violence in the 
Father’s mind � for there was no violence in the So n’s mind and consequently, no violence 
in His character (Isaiah 53:9; John 1:47).  
 
Christ’s mind, thoughts and character represented the Father’s mind, thoughts and 
character perfectly (John 14:9). Christ’s end time disciples will reflect the loving, unselfish 
character of Jesus perfectly also (John 13:35; 15:13; 1 John 3:11, 12; 1 John 3:24; 1 John 
4:7, 12).  
 
Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 69 
�Christ is waiting with longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When 
the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced in His people, then He will come to 
claim them as His own.  

 
At the root of this issue (of whether God originates and commands destructive 
acts), is the question of God’s character.  

 
We are asked to evaluate God’s character and if we find Him worthy, to worship Him 
and to give Him our allegiance. 
 
�Come let us reason together, saith the Lord.�  
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A Reason to Hate God 
 
There is one reason commonly given by atheists and agnostics as to why they do not 
believe in God anymore or why they dislike God.  Many former Christians also �throw out 
the baby with the bath water,� because of one particular, but false doctrinal belief. 
 
 

The doctrine that God destroys people, destroys people. 
 
The doctrine that suggests that the Ultimate Source of Love commands babies to be killed 
for the heretical sins of their parents is heinous.  A god who commands such barbarism 
cannot be filled with love, regardless of the attempts to explain away the horrendous crime 
as if it were somehow justified. 
 
This doctrine portrays God as a being who refuses to abide by the principles of His own 
law, but expects His subjects to do so.  But even this expectation is not consistent, for the 
doctrine proposes that God in His wisdom, finds justification to command His �chosen� 
people to break His law without incurring the usual death penalty, but in fact, endorses 
their law-breaking by bestowing rewards upon them for their violent and merciless acts. 
  
The savage doctrine also results in the belief that God�s moral law can be set aside. 
Cunningly concealed is the fact that the principles embedded in the law of God are simply 
a statement of how life works.  Just as the law of gravity cannot be set aside, because it 
produces certain negative consequences, so too does the law of God, when set aside, 
result in certain negative consequences without any interference on God�s part.  
 
Jesus said that if He was going to be lifted up, that He would draw all men unto Him.  
Satan naturally had to orchestrate the opposite scenario to combat human beings from 
seeing and being drawn to give their allegiance to God.  Satan needed to obstruct people 
from seeing the beauty of God�s character through His Son.  His blasphemous invention, 
the doctrine that suggests that God murders or commands murder of babies, achieves this 
result incredibly successfully. 
 
Despite the claims in the New Testament that God is Ultimate Love, the lethal �God 
destroys� doctrine causes many �would-be� Christians to believe that God is in fact, 
incredibly unloving, and less merciful than the average human being. God is thought to be 
bordering on tyrannical insanity as He commands the murder of disobedient subjects, and 
even their children�s deaths.  His character appears to be selfish and His supposed love, 
conditional as it is quickly withdrawn unless His subjects render instant and unquestioning 
obedience to His contradictory commands.  It is a religion based on fear of a wrathful, 
insanely violent god � not on the real love of God.  
 
That God commanded His favourite (chosen) people to murder other people, including the 
command to murder of their innocent babies for the crime of heretical worship ie. 
worshipping different god/s.  The Old Testament �thou shalt kill passages� (Exodus 21-23; 
Numbers 31; Deut 21;1 Sam 15 etc) are often cited as a major reason as to why these 
former Christians have developed a revulsion toward God.  
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To demonstrate this principle, consider the lyrics of the following song which appears on 
the album called Stimulation Festival, performed by the experimental noise rock band, 
Pain Teens. http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/p/pain_teens/god_told_me.html  

 
God Told Me 

 
God told me to do it, in fact he said I must. 

I wouldn’t think to doubt him, the only one I trust. 
He said to kill a million 

Of them every day, 
And then I will be holy, 

When I kneel down to pray. 
 

It’s difficult to argue with the song’s logic when the following �thou must kill� texts appear in 
the Bible. 
 
Old Testament 
Deut 20:16-18 
�But of the cities of these people, which the LORD thy God doth give thee [for] an 
inheritance, thou shalt save alive nothing that breatheth:   But thou shalt utterly destroy 
them; [namely], the Hittites, and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites; as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee:  That they teach 
you not to do after all their abominations, which they have done unto their gods; so should 
ye sin against the LORD your God.� 
 
Numbers 31:17, 18 
�Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known 
man by lying with him.  But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying 
with him, keep alive for yourselves.�   
 
1 Samuel 15:2, 3 
�Thus saith the LORD of hosts, I remember [that] which Amalek did to Israel, how he laid 
[wait] for him in the way, when he came up from Egypt.  Now go and smite Amalek, and 
utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, 
infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass.�    
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Examination of Lyrics - God Told Me [by Pain Teens] � ( continued) 
 
The songwriter, assuming that God does require the murder and abuse 
of children, arrives at a false and dangerous conclusion � that it is okay 
to prey on children, but her own conscience chipping in, revolted with 
the though, declares the only conclusion possible, that there is no God. 
 
 

The world is full of weakness, and weakness can’t prevail. 
The stronger ones must crush the weak, 

Strength and self-esteem can’t fail. 
So God told me to do it, 

All the little girls and boys 
Are mine alone to prey upon. 

 
But I’m the prey, 

I can’t go on. 
There is no God! 

What have I done? 
 
 
It is possible, that after committing their violent genocides against pagans 
(heretical men, women, children and babies and animals), that the ancient Israelites 
might have experienced similar despondent sentiments as those express in the 
lyrics of �God Told Me?�  
 
Instead of repelling the world, Jesus instructed that, �And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all [men] unto me� John 12:32).  
 
Misunderstanding God�s loving, unchanging character, converts Christians into 
atheists and nurtures �God-haters.� 
 
Understanding that God did not command murder, but love towards one�s enemies, 
is the most basic and powerful truth which enables the conversion of atheists and 
God haters to Christianity.  
 
 

Love draws.                             Force repels. 
 
 
 
 
 

Look to Jesus. 
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Theological foundations for the Inquisition 
(Robert C Jones, Copyright 1998). 

http://www.sundayschoolcourses.com/inq/inqcont.htm#Theological%20foundations%20for
%20the%20Inquisition  

�The proponents of the Inquisition (and, amazingly, apologists since the 
Inquisition ended in 1834), point to both Biblical and theological 
sources for its justification. The biblical passages most often quoted 
by the early Inquisitors were from Mosaic Law, in the Old Testament. 
This is, of course, somewhat questionable theology, as Mosaic Law 
regarding, say, dietary restrictions were completely ignored by the Church 
from the 1st century on, yet suddenly (in the 13th century), Mosaic Law 
seemed to be a perfectly reasonable justification for burning thousands of 
people at the stake! Key passages are quoted below (edited for brevity): 

(From Deuteronomy 13 NIV) �If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among 
you...and he says, "Let us follow other gods"...That prophet or dreamer must be put to 
death...You must purge the evil from among you. If your very own brother, or your son or 
daughter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly entices you, saying, "Let us 
go and worship other gods�...do not yield to him or listen to him. Show him no pity. Do not 
spare him or shield him...You must certainly put him to death. Your hand must be the first 
in putting him to death, and then the hands of all the people. Stone him to death...Then all 
Israel will hear and be afraid, and no one among you will do such an evil thing again.  If 
you hear it said about one of the towns the LORD your God is giving you to live in that 
wicked men have arisen among you and have led the people of their town astray...then 
you must inquire, probe and investigate it thoroughly. And if it is true and it has been 
proved that this detestable thing has been done among you, you must certainly put to the 
sword all who live in that town. Destroy it completely, both its people and its livestock. 
Gather all the plunder of the town into the middle of the public square and completely burn 
the town and all its plunder as a whole burnt offering to the LORD your God. It is to remain 
a ruin forever, never to be rebuilt.�  (From Exodus 22:18 NIV) "Do not allow a sorceress to 
live.�  Many of the elements found in the aforementioned extracts from Mosaic Law would 
later be closely emulated by the Inquisition� (End quote Robert C Jones). 
 
Ellen White, SDA 7 Bible Commentary p 976 ; Signs of the Times, 6 May, 1897 
�Force is the last resort of every false religion .�  
 
According to the Biblical record, the Jewish nation was required to follow instruction for the 
treatment of heretics, as given in the Torah (the first five books of the Bible - authored by 
Moses). The Torah commanded that heretics should be executed - stoned to death.  The 
King James Version of these commands follow: 
 
Deuteronomy 13:6-11 
�If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, 
or thy friend, which is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve 
other gods, which thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers; (7) Namely, of the gods of 
the people which are round about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one 
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth; (8) Thou shalt not consent unto him, 
nor hearken unto him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither 
shalt thou conceal him: (9) But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him 
to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. (10) And thou shalt stone 
him with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the LORD 
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thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. (11) And 
all Israel shall hear, and fear, and shall do no more any such wickedness as this is among 
you.�  
 
The Jewish nation of the first century appears to have acted in accordance with the Torah 
by exterminating heretics who taught what they considered was �another god.�   
 
At His trial before Caiaphas, Jesus proclaimed clearly that He was the �Messiah - the Son 
of God.�  Christ’s testimony, (that He was the Son of God) was used as evidence to 
condemn Him.  It was Christ’s claim to be of divine origin, which contradicted the Jewish 
conception of God.   
 

The Jews insisted that Christ was NOT the �true� Me ssiah - the Son of God.  Instead of 
holding to the Old Testament prophecies which predicted the origin, location and ministry 
of their Messiah, the Jewish nation appeared to treasure many traditional beliefs which 
surrounded His appearance.  i.e. He was expected to be a military leader and to signal His 
arrival by miraculously descending/floating down from the temple roof.   According to their 
erroneous understanding of God, the Jewish nation believed that Christ had endeavoured 
to introduce �another god.�   Thus the Torah comman ded that Christ should die.   

 

Modern Sanction of the �Killing� Principles of the Torah 
http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1136361024759&pagename=JPost%2FJP
Article%2FShowFull 

Yaakov Katz, THE JERUSALEM POST  6 January, 2006   

Extremists boast they cursed Sharon 

�Far-right activists took credit Thursday for the severe deterioration in Ariel Sharon’s 
health, claiming that a pulsa denura - Aramaic for "lashes of fire" - death curse they 
instigated against the prime minister in July was the real catalyst behind his current 
state of health. ’I take full responsibility for what happened," far-right activist Baruch 
Ben-Yosef, one of the participants at the July pulsa denura, told The Jerusalem Post. 
"Our pulsa denura kicked in.  Nothing could kill Sharon and he said his ancestors lived 
until they over 100 years old but we got him with the pulsa denura.’ .... the group broke 
out in song and dance and celebrated the prime minister’s fall throughout the night...it 
was not a coincidence that Sharon fell gravely ill the same day as Kahane’s murder. 
’There is a judge in this world,’ Ben-Gvir said. "[Prime minister] Yitzhak Rabin was 
killed on the fifth anniversary of Meir Kahane’s murder and Sharon fell ill on the 
anniversary of Binyamin Kahane’s murder." ...Head of the National Jewish Front Baruch 
Marzel called on the public to stop crying for the prime minister .... I have no intention 
to pray for him....Josef Dayan said that while he could not say for certain that the death 
curse caused the stroke, he was sure that Sharon’s crime in evacuating the Gaza Strip 
settlements contributed to the deterioration in his health. ’This is a great day for Israel 
since that evil man is gone.’ Dayan said. ’I am convinced that God heard the prayers of 
the children in Gush Katif. When those kids were thrown from their homes they prayed 
and God heard their prayers.’� 

 
Matthew 5:44 (Jesus said) 
�Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do g ood to them that hate you, and 
pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.� 
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Catechism of the council of Trent on the Fifth (sic) Commandment,  

"thou shall not kill":"[T]o the civil authorities... is entrusted power of life and 
death, by the legal and judicious exercise of which they punish the guilty and 
protect the innocent. The just use of this power, far from involving the crime of 
murder, is an act of paramount obedience to this Commandment which prohibits 
murder. The end of the Commandment- is the preservation and security of human 
life. Now the punishments inflicted by the civil authority, which is the legitimate 
avenger of crime, naturally tend to this end, since they give security to life by 
repressing outrage and violence. Hence these words of David: In the morning I 
put to death all the wicked of the land, that I might cut off all the workers of 
iniquity from the city of the Lord.� 

Killing In A Just War �In like manner, the soldier is guiltless who, act uated not 
by motives of ambition or cruelty, but by a pure desire of serving the interests 
of his country, takes away the life of an enemy in a just war." [This catechism 
was prepared in response to a decree of the council in 1563]. For more on the 
Council of Trent (1545-1563) see the Catholic Encyclopedia of 1913.] 19 

3. Catechism of Pope St. Pius the Tenth: 
Q: "Are there cases in which it is lawful to kill? 
 
A: It is lawful to kill when fighting in a just war; when carrying out by order of the 
Supreme Authority a sentence of death in punishment of a crime; and, finally, in 
cases of necessary and lawful defense of one’s own life against an unjust 
aggressor." [Published in 1905. See the catholic encyclopedia on Pope Pius X.] 
Statements by Pope John Paul II on the Sept. 11 attacks  
 
Question: � Is there anything in scripture that indicates the authority of government 
includes punishing the guilty or protecting the innocent?�  
 
Pope John Paul II’s Answer: 
�Rom. 13:3-4 "For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do you wish to have 
no fear of the authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive its approval; for it is 
God’s servant for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid, for the 
authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the servant of God to execute wrath 
on the wrongdoer." NRSV, see NAB  
http://landru.i-link-2.net/shnyves/wlegitimate_defense.htm       
 
Old and New Testament verses are used by the Pope to justify murdering "heretics."  Such 
verses allege that God commanded the Israelites to "murder the idolatrous Canaanites" - 
to murder men, women, children and infants.  
 
On the 24 August 1572, a full scale mass murder was organised for the sleepy Protestants 
in the St. Bartholomew’s massacre - at midnight.   In 1478 a massacre also targeted 
Protestants in the Spanish Inquisition. Last century, Jews and others were murdered by 
the Nazi regime. 

                                            
19 The late Desmond Doss, recipient of the USA’s highest military award, the �Medal of 

Honour,� didn’t think that God’s 6 th commandment was optional, whether in war or whether 
in peace.  God miraculously and repeatedly protected Mr Doss in World War 2. 
www.desmonddoss.com 
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 A future massacre is prophesied in the "time of trouble" when the Sunday law is 
legislated.  Satan instigated all these past massacres and HE will be the instigator of the 
coming massacre. The end time massacre is predicted to be more intense than the 
massacres inflicted on the �heretics� all through h istory (Daniel 12:1). 
 
In contrast with all these evil massacres � where d emon-possessed people 
murdered others not of their faith (heretics) � isn ’t it almost beyond comprehension 
to believe that God is said to have instigated the massacre of the "Canaanite 
heretics" at the hands of the holy Israelites? 
 
Did the Catholic religion - the anti-christ system - invent a righteous doctrine - that it is 
lawful to murder those who are not of their faith? Remember, the church bases their 
doctrine (that it is NOT a sin to kill heretics) on the belief that God commanded the 
Israelites to kill the Canaanite heretics.   

• Was the Catholic system correct to claim that God authorised His people then 
and still authorises His people now, to do horrendous acts of murder and to 
break His law?  

• Has the Catholic system been blessed with special inspiration about God’s 
character?  

Or, is something wrong here?  

• Is it possible that the One True God is as equally as horrific as the demonic god? 

• Is murdering babies � a loving character trait? A f ruit of the spirit of God? 

 

Of what crimes are Christians accusing God?  
These are serious charges: 

• to call God a commandment breaker; and 

• to accuse God - that His character is as evil as Satan’s. 

These accusations would fall easily from the lips of Satan.  Why should 
professed Christians repeat such blasphemy about their God? 
 

Many religions through their �holy books� and �sacred writings� justify barbaric acts 
by saying that �God� told them to carry out genocid es and massacres.  For 
example, the Islamic book, the Koran, also justifies barbaric acts with the same 
theology.  Mohammed commanded his followers to destroy heretics � (defined by 
Islam as those who don’t agree with the Islamic religion).  
 

The Old Testament Israelite religion justified their murder of "heretics" by saying 
that their �God� commanded them to do it. This is the same justification that the 
Catholic Church and the Islamic religion professes to possess today!  

 
Consider:  If Satanic agencies told the Catholic system to murder heretics during 
the Dark Ages, is it logical to believe that God ordered the Israelites to murder 
heretics in the Old Testament?  
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Are the characters of God and Satan so similar that they perform the 
same works � or have human being simply confused th eir characters? 

 
It appears there is Biblical evidence to suggest that human beings are simply confused, 
and that for centuries humanity has confused the characters of the One True God and 
Satan. 
 
Walther Zimmerli (1907�1984) was Professor of Old T estament at the University of 
Göttingen, Germany, and considered by many as one o f the most important biblical 
scholars of the twentieth century. Among his many publications in English are Ezekiel, 2 
vols. (Hermeneia; Fortress Press, 1979/1983), I Am Yahweh (1982), The Old Testament 
and the World (1976), and The Law and the Prophets (1965).  
 
In The Law and the Prophets, Zimmerli writes: 

 
� In this connection Hosea attacks with particular passion the priests who should 
have been the true guardians of the knowledge of God, and who have especially 
failed in this duty (Hosea iv. 4 ff.). They have allowed to pass unnoticed the very 
real exchange of Yahweh, the God of Israel, for the baals of Canaan. This was 
no longer the same threat which had occurred in Elijah’s time, it was something 
much more dangerous. While the worship of Yahweh remained outwardly 
correct, in reality he had come to be regarded as a nature deity like the 
Canaanite Baal. From him men sought the fertility of the soil and of marriage; he 
was worshipped with the forms of nature religion and with sacral prostitution, as men 
worshipped the Baals. Yahweh became Baal.  The name of one of David’s 
warriors, which is recorded in I Chronicles 12:5 as Bealiah (Yahweh is Baal) 
demonstrates exactly this programmatic assertion. Thus without knowing it, 
Israel had begun to misunderstand the very nature of its God, because the 
professional guardians of a true knowledge of him were asleep.� (Walther Zimmerli, 
The Law and the Prophets, Basil Blackwell 1965 p.70) 

 
Wikipedia Encyclopedia states: 

� 1 Chronicles 12:5 gives us the name Bealiah (more accurately b���alyâ) meaning 
’Yahweh is Ba�al’.� 

 
If human beings misunderstand God and adjust their faith and beliefs accordingly, who is 
at fault?  One theologian puts it this way: 
 
EJ Waggoner, SDA General Conference Daily Bulletin, 1897 p 23 

�As we stand at the beginning of this chapter (of the book of Hebrews), we stand 
face to face with God, who speaks to us through his Son.  It is no new thing for God 
to speak, for he spake in times past to the fathers and prophets, and he now 
speaks unto us by Christ.  .... If we do not hear, what conditions prevent our 
hearing?  Sometimes a person may not speak loud enough or distinctly enough.  Is it 
possible for those conditions to obtain when God is speaking? - No.  Does not God 
speak distinctly enough to be heard, and clearly enough to be understood, and loud 
enough to be heard? - Most certainly.  Then if the fault is not with him, and we do not 
hear, what is the trouble? - We do not listen.�  
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The Politics of Satan’s Character  
The following information can be found at http://www.theocracywatch.org/satan2.htm  
 
� If the Religious Right gains dominion over society, we will all have to deal with 
Satan because he plays such a dominant role in their belief system. Anyone who is 
not born-again is vulnerable to Satan, for they are lacking the protective shield of 
Christ. The world is clearly divided into "good" and "evil", "Christ" and "Satan."  
 
R.J. Rushdoony, the man who is considered the father of Reconstructionism called on his 
followers to "administer justice upon all disobedience in every area of life where we 
encounter it. To deny the cultural mandate is to deny Christ and to surrender the world to 
the devil� (The Institutes of Biblical Law, 1973).  

 
Dr. Elaine Pagels, professor of History of Religion at Princeton University wrote a book 
titled The Origins of Satan. She explains in an interview with Ellen Kushner on WGBH, 
Boston Public Radio, what can happen when a society has a ’good vs. evil’ world view:  

"Every group and tribe has had ways of feeling superior to every other. I mean, 
every anthropologist knows that, but what’s really different here is that you have a 
moral view - ’we are good, and you are evil.� 

 
And what happens then," Pagels continues, "as was put into the mouth of Jesus in 
the Gospel of John: whoever kills you will think he’s doing service to God. So that if a 
conflict between us and them turns into a moral conflict, so we’re God’s people, they 
are Satan’s people, we can do anything we like with them. I think of that when I hear 
the term "ethnic cleansing." It’s like there’s dirt there. You know, it’s a good thing to 
get rid of dirt." 

 
Falwell sees "a day when God will unleash his wrath and judgment upon unbelievers. He 
will crush them beneath his thumb." (Nuclear War and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, 
1983.) While Falwell himself does not seem like a violent man, at what point will violence 
toward "unbelievers" be seen as "doing service to God" by his followers? 
 
In New York magazine, August, 1986, Robertson made the following statement: "The 
people who have come into institutions [today - 1986] are primarily termites. They are 
destroying institutions that have been built by Christians, whether it is universities, 
governments, our own traditions that we have. The termites are in charge now, and that is 
not the way it ought to be, and the time has come for a godly fumigation." 
 
Supreme Court Justice Scalia writes: [Government] "is the minister of God with powers to 
’revenge’, execute wrath ..." Scalia hints in his article in First Things, May, 2002, that the 
death penalty should be expanded. Scalia’s comments are particularly disturbing in the 
context of the Religious Right gaining dominion over society. 
 
The Reverend Timothy LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins, authors of the best selling Left Behind 
series, describe in Glorious Appearing, the latest book of their series, the violence that 
Jesus will show non-believers upon His return: 

 
"Men and women soldiers and horses seemed to explode where they stood," Dr. 
LaHaye and Mr. Jenkins write. "It was as if the very words of the Lord had 
superheated their blood, causing it to burst through their veins and skin.’’ The 
authors add, "Even as they struggled, their own flesh dissolved, their eyes melted 
and their tongues disintegrated."  
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At what point do Reconstructionists, who advocate the death penalty for unrepentant 
homosexuals, abortionists, and blasphemers convince others that it is time to eliminate 
those characterized as Satan? The goal of Reconstructionism is to do away with sin. How 
can you do away with sin without eliminating Satan? 
 
Fred Clarkson notes:  
"the potential for bloodthirsty episodes on the order of the Salem witchcraft trials or the 
Spanish Inquisition is inadvertently revealed by Reconstructionist theologian Rev. Ray 
Sutton, who claims that the Reconstructed Biblical theocracies would be ’happy’ places, to 
which people would flock because ’capital punishment is one of the best evangelistic tools 
of a society.’" (What is Christian Reconstructionism?: The Public Eye)  
 
From Nicholas Kristoff of the New York Times, July 17, 2004:   

No, I don’t think the readers of "Glorious Appearing" will ram planes into 
buildings. But we did imprison thousands of Muslims here and abroad after 
9/11, and ordinary Americans joined in the torture of prisoners at Abu 
Ghraib in part because of a lack of empathy for the prisoners. It’s harder to 
feel empathy for such people if we regard them as infidels and expect 
Jesus to dissolve their tongues and eyes any day now.  While this scenario 
seems extreme and impossible in our pluralistic, democratic society, if the 
Religious Right succeeds in dominating all of our major institutions 
including the Presidency, Congress, Courts and media, this country will 
become a very different kind of place. Historically, such forces tend to rise 
up and look for scapegoats when the economy is in trouble. In this century 
our democracy survived a major economic depression intact, but we didn’t 
have such a large, politically organized culture focused on Satan at that 
time.� Capital crimes in a theocracy, Theocracy Alert, July 27, 2005 
http://www.theocracywatch.org/satan2.htm (end website quotes) 
 

When is a Sin not a Sin? 
Popular Answer:  When God commands you to sin!  
 
Question: Why is breaking the commandments of God (when God 
commands you to sin), not classed as a sin?   
 
Popular Answer: Because God gives an indulgence which �neutralise s� 
the sin.   
 
It appears in certain religions, that when God commands someone (a 
saint) to do a sinful act, then the action is no longer classified as a sin.  
If God commands a certain person to break His law, He ensures this 
action is not recorded as a sin because He issues a pardoning 
indulgence to cover the sinful act. 
 
This doctrine is centuries old.  In 1376, it was woven into the 
Directorium Inquisitorum, (Handbook for the Spanish Inquisition); 
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confirmed at the Council of Trent (1545-1563); and not renounced at the 
Vatican 2 Council (1962-1965).  Plenary indulgences are given to 
inquisitors � those who kill heretics.  

 

The Biblical Answer:  �...but sin is not imputed when there is no law.� 
(Romans 5:13)   �for by the law is the knowledge of  sin�.... � (Romans 
3:20) ... �sin is the transgression of the law.� (1  John 3:4)"...the law shall 
not pass away..." (Matt 5:18).   
 
Isaiah states, �To the law and to the testimony, if they speak not 
according to THIS word, it is because there is no light in them.�  
 

The only time that sin can not be imputed to a person, is if there is no 
law or no knowledge of the law.  God takes into consideration of those 
who sin in ignorance as compared with those who chose to sin in 
outright rebellion.  However, there IS a law (thou shalt not kill/murder) 
and sin IS ALWAYS imputed to intentional, informed lawbreakers.  

Romans 6:1,2 

�What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound?  (2) God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any 
longer therein?�   
 
6 Redemption p 663 (Ellen White) 
�Christ gave no ecclesiastical right to forgive sin , nor to sell 
indulgences, that men may sin without incurring the displeasure of 
God.� 
 
Are Christians expected to believe that:  

• Breaking God’s law is not really breaking God’s law if 
God commands it?  

God authorises �chosen� special people to break His la w (i.e. gives 
them an indulgence), which frees them from the death penalty 
attached to law-breaking? 

• Romans 6:23 �The wages of sin is death� does not 
apply to the �chosen� people? 

 
This logic is similar to the theology which says:  
 

�We don’t have to keep the law now.  The law was done away 
with at the cross.  We are no longer under law but under grace.� 
 



62 
 

This theology also begs the question, �Why would Go d command some 
�chosen� people to break His law without penalty, a nd yet order the 
destruction of others (heretics) who also break the same law?� -  
 
Please consider these thoughts regarding the Biblical account where 
God directs the Israelites to destroy the Canaanites. 
 

 

Foundational Theology 
The belief that an organisation has the divine right to force their 
religious beliefs upon unwilling others, is an attack on the basic human 
right of freedom to worship. It also forms the theological foundation of 
the doctrine that killing heretics is not a sin. 
The evidence suggests that the principles underlying the �Doctrine of Just 
Persecution� and �Just Wars� are common to many wor ld religions and alarmingly, 
it appears that world politicians are following in the persecutory footsteps of Rome 
also. 

In the film Fahrenheit 911 by Michael Moore, actual footage is seen of USA 
President George W Bush making the following comment regarding American 
soldiers killed in the �Free the Iraqis War.�  His remarks brought a loud ovation from 
the American audience.  He said: 

�They died in a just war for defending freedom and they will not 
have died in vain.�  

Dick Cheyney’s remark, from the same film was even more revealing.  Was he 
advocating a just war when regarding the ’enemy,’ he stated,  

� The struggle will only end with their complete and permanent 
destruction� ?  

 

According to the laws of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, killing heretics, 
is never just (justified).   

In his commmentary from the film Fahrenheit 9-11, Michael Moore quotes satirical 
author George Orwell who clearly portrays the desired outcome of murdering 
’heretics’ is survival of the heirarchial structure. Orwell states: 

�It’s not a matter of whether the war is not real or if it is.  Victory is 
not possible.  The war is not meant to be won.  It is meant to be 
continuous.  A heriarchical society is only possible on the basis of 
poverty and ignorance.  This new version is the past and no 
different past can ever have existed.  In principle the war effort is 
always planned to keep society on the brink of starvation.  The war 
is waged by the ruling group against its own subjects and its object 
is not the victory over either Eur-Asia or East Asia but to keep the 
very structure of society intact.�  

 



63 
 

Judging from recent media reports, the prophesies in the books of Daniel and 
Revelation as further expanded by Ellen White in the Great Controversy, appear to 
be presently occurring.  The image is rapidly being made to the beast. 
 
Ellen White, Great Controversy, 1911 p 580  

�The Roman Catholic Church, with all its ramifications throughout the 
world, forms one vast organization under the control, and designed to 
serve the interests, of the papal see.�  

 
While the Roman Catholic Church organisation is not named or identified in the 
following presentations, they certainly appear to support the concept of a vast 
organisation being controlled by a mysterious, central power: 
 
• Michael Moore’s film - �Fahrenheit 9/11�;   
Alex Jones’ videos - �911 The  Road to Tyranny�; �P olice State 1 & 2,� (2002); 
�Masters of Terror�;  
Mike Ruppert’s video � �The Truth and Lies of 9-11� ; 
• Linda Thompson � �Waco � the Big Lie�; �America Und er Seige�; Military 

Takeover of America; 
• The USS Liberty; 
�Katanga � the Untold Story�  
 
Ellen White, Great Controversy, 1911 p 580  

�Its millions of communicants, in every country on the globe, are 
instructed to hold themselves as bound in allegiance to the pope. 
Whatever their nationality or their government, they are to regard the 
authority of the church as above all other. Though they may take the 
oath pledging their loyalty to the state, yet back of this lies the vow of 
obedience to Rome, absolving them from every pledge inimical to her 
interests.�   

 
The Catholic World, August 1871, vol. xiii, pp. 58089 (published in USA at the time of 
the First Vatican Council) 

"Each individual must receive the faith and law from the Church with unquestioning 
submission and obedience of the intellect and the will..... We have no right to ask 
reasons of the Church, any more than of Almighty God.... We are to take with 
unquestioning docility whatever instruction the Church gives us."  

 
The Protestant principle maintains that individuals be free to worship God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences before God.   
Acts 5:29 
�Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than 
men.� 
 
Roman Catholicism requires that individuals relinquish private moral responsibility in 
matters of faith.  The principle of transferring responsibility for private faith (answering to 
one’s own conscience) to a human mediator, is also found in cults. 20  

                                            
20For a concise and very interesting overview of cult-members mentality, readers might wish to read, 

�Imperfect Company, Power And Control In An Austral ian Christian Cult by David Millikan, published by 
William Heinemann Australia (1991) 
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The Code of Canon Law, which originated from Vatican II Council (1962-1965) reasserts 
the same principle: 

� The Christian faithful, conscious of their own responsibility, are bound by 
Christian obedience to follow what the sacred pastors, as representatives of 
Christ, declare as teachers of the faith or determine as leaders of the 
Church� (James A. Coriden, Thomas J. Green, Donald E. Heintschel, eds., 
The Code of Canon Law, Paulist Press, 1985, Canon 212, Section 1). 

 
What is the ultimate purpose of being required to ’trust and obey’ the ’sacred pastors’? 
 
Ian Johnston, The Scotsman, 6 May, 2006 

� BELIEVING that God created the universe in six days is a form of 
superstitious paganism, the Vatican astronomer Guy Consolmagno 
claimed yesterday....Brother Consolmagno, who was due to give a speech 
at the Glasgow Science Centre last night, entitled ’Why the Pope has an 
Astronomer’, said the idea of papal infallibility had been a "PR 
disaster". What it actually meant was that, on matters of faith, 
followers should accept somebody has got to be the boss, the final 
authority.  It’s not like he has a magic power, that God whispers the 
truth in his ear,’ he said." 
http://news.scotsman.com/international.cfm?id=674042006  

 
Great Controversy, 1911 p 581  

� Let the principle once be established in the United States that the 
church may employ or control the power of the state; that religious 
observances may be enforced by secular laws; in short, that the 
authority of church and state is to dominate the conscience, and the 
triumph of Rome in this country is assured. God’s word has given 
warning of the impending danger; let this be unheeded, and the 
Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome really are, only 
when it is too late to escape the snare. She is silently growing into 
power. Her doctrines are exerting their influence in legislative halls, in 
the churches, and in the hearts of men.�     
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Common Faith � One God  

Recently, it appears that the major world religions are also in agreement as over 
one important, common principle � they all agree th at they worship �one god.�   

Iran’s president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad wrote an 18 page letter to USA president 
George W Bush which emphasised the �one god� princi ple as being the possible 
commonality on which to establish discussions for world peace.  The Sydney 
Morning Herald reported that  Ahmadinejad said: 

’My basic question is this: Is there no better way to interact with the 
rest of the world? Today there are hundreds of millions of Christians, 
hundreds of millions of Muslims, and millions of people who follow 
the teachings of Moses. All divine religions share and respect one 
word, and that is monotheism, or belief in a single God and no other 
in the world.’  While it offered no specific proposal, the letter did seek 
to identify a common ground for starting discussions based on the 
principles of monotheism.  ’It would be a big mistake if the United 
States dismissed it or if they only consider it as a philosophical, 
religious, historical letter," Nasser Hadian, a political science 
professor at Tehran University, said. "It would be a good idea if 
President Bush responds to it. It can open up some space.’� 
http://www.smh.com.au/news/world/ahmadinejad-gives-bush-lecture-on-
christian-values/2006/05/10/1146940617555.html  

Roman Catholic and the new Protestantism theology also are grounded on 
monotheism � the ’one god’ theology � the trinity. It appears that all ’one god’ 
religions are recognised as valid forms of worship of the same god according to the 

former Pope John Paul 2nd. 

Texe Marrs states:  
� After many centuries of historic Catholic tradition, with the popes and the 
Vatican proclaiming �There is no salvation outside the Catholic Church,� 
dramatic changes are now taking place. Pope John Paul 2nd has taken the 
mark of the Hindu god Shiva, in his forehead.  He has allowed the Dalai 
Lama of Tibet to place a statue of Buddha on the altar of a Catholic 
basilica.  The Pope has also accepted Allah, the false god of the Muslims, 
as one and the same with the Christian God and embraced the Jews as 
�Elder Brothers.� Bewildered and confused, many traditional Catholics are 
now asking, �Is the Pope Catholic?�� (Texe Marrs, v ideo, �Is the Pope 
Catholic?�-from Better Life Productions, PO Box W32 2, West Kempsey  
NSW  2440; phone [02] 65678118). 

 

On the video, Pope, John Paul 2nd, was seen to publicly bless the religions of 
Hindu, Shinto, Muslim, Judaism and even Voodooism.  All these religions deny that 
Christ, the Messiah, is the Son of (their) god.    

 
1 John 2:22, 23 
� Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that 
denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the 
Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.�  
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The pope�s expressed world-religion unifying but ’uncatholic’ sentiments in his 
book, Crossing the Threshold of Hope, p 77: 

� All religions on the face of the earth are all seeds of the word of God.�  

Statement by Texe Marrs: 
� Do Moslems, Christians, and others worship the same God? 
American Christian leaders either hedged or else expressed mild 
dismay recently when President George W. Bush, visiting England, 
told reporters at a televised news conference that Moslems and 
Christians worship the same God.  "I believe we worship the same 
God," the London-Telegraph newspaper, (Nov. 24, 2003) quoted Bush 
as saying.� http://www.texemarrs.com/012004/same_god.htm)  

 

Formerly, the Christian world generally labelled religions that don�t honour the God 
of the Bible as �pagan� religions, and considered t hat these religions honoured 
false gods - however, the vast majority of the world�s Christian religions today 
appear to be adopting the worship of the same false god through their belief in one 
of the �valid� forms of the trinity doctrine.   The  trinity also denies the literal 
Father/Son relationship prior to the son’s incarnation in Bethlehem. 

Can the world expect, in the light of Bible prophecy, that all religious organisations  
(whether Christian or pagan) which are now united in worship of ’the one god,’ join 
together in �fellowship of the eucharist?�   

• The Roman Catholic Catechism declares that the RC Church is founded on 
the doctrine of the trinity;   

The conglomerate organisation of the World Council of Churches confesses to 
worship the god of the trinity - the god of the eucharist; 
Pope John Paul 2nd asserts that the world�s religions are all seeds of the word of 
god (the trinity god), including pagan religions.  
 
Can you see the shadowy plan to introduce a compulsory Sunday law?   According to 
prophecy, eventually the international legislation will endeavour to force all to accept 
submission to the authority of the anti-christ system.  The legislation will be based on 
(supposedly) BIBLICAL LAW � i.e. OLD TESTAMENT LAW and will no doubt be 
accompanied by violent Old Testament punishments and penalties (death). 
 

Ellen White, Great Controversy, 1911 p 580  

� Who understands better than the papal leaders how to deal with 
those who are disobedient to the church?�  

Who is Thinking to Change the Law � Thou Shalt Not Kill? 
Daniel 7:25 
�And he (antichrist power) shall speak great words against the most High, and shall wear 
out the saints of the most High, and think to change times and laws: and they shall be 
given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time.  
 
John 16:2 
"Yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God 
service." 
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Dr Samuele Bacchiocchi (Retired Professor of Theology, Andrew’s University) states: 
� By teaching that those who die fighting for the cause of Allah will 
have their sins forgiven and are admitted into the pleasure of 
Paradise, the Koran has inspired Muslims throughout the centuries to 
fight unto death for the cause of Allah.� www.keithhunt.com/Islam.html  

 
Directorium Inquisitorum (Handbook of the Spanish Inquisition, written 1376, reprinted 
1584) dedicated to Pope Gregory XIII, (translated by J. P. Callender, 1838): 
 

�He is a heretic who does not believe what the Roman Hierarchy 
teaches�. A heretic merits the pains of fire�. By t he Gospel, the 
canons, civil law, and custom, heretics must be burned� Inquisitors 
enjoy the benefits of a plenary indulgence [a full papal forgiveness 
of sin] at all times in life, and in death.�  

http://www.rulersofevil.com/chap8.html   
 

Statement made by a nun at a Catholic girls’ school near Los Angeles, 1965: 

� Anybody who is not a Catholic is a heretic!  And God doesn’t want 
heretics on the earth because they try to destroy the Holy Mother 
Church!  It is not a sin to kill heretics, because it is God’s way of 
removing them from the earth.�  (Alberto Rivera, ex-Jesuit priest, in 
Four Horsemen p 4; 5 published by Chick Publications Inc; Ontario: 
1985).21 
 

Alberto Rivera comments on the foregoing (nun’s) statement:   
� The young Catholic adults of today who were exposed to programming 
technique back in the 1960’s have had these seeds planted in their 
minds in preparation for the ’final purification’� (Alberto Rivera, ex-
Jesuit priest, in Four Horsemen p 4; published by Chick Publications 
Inc; Ontario: 1985). 
 

Also, according to Alberto Rivera, the evidence that the Roman Catholic church considers 
it lawful to kill heretics is found in the letters printed upon the crucifix used in worship 
services. 
 

� The Bible tells us the words put on the cross of Christ at the crucifixion said: 
�Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Jews� (John 19:1 9), but on the Roman 
Catholic crucifix, it reads: I.N.R.I.  Webster’s Dictionary says I.N.R.I. Means: 
Iesus Naarenus, Rex Iudaedrum.   But in the Extreme Oath of the Jesuits, it 
has special meaning.  In classical Latin, I.N.R.I means: ’Iustom, Necar, Reges, 
Impios.’..... Translated into English ... I.N.R.I....means, ’It is just to exterminate 
or annihilate impious or heretical kings, governments or rulers.’�  Alberto 
Rivera cites the source, �The engineer Corps of Hell,� by Edwin A. Sherman, p 
118 ' 1883 (Under Ceremony of Induction and Extreme  Oath of the Jesuits), 

                                            
21(Alberto Rivera, ex-Jesuit priest, in The Four Horsemen p 4; 5; published by Chick 
Publications Inc; Ontario: 1985). Vatican 2 council � �Pedro Arrupe, the Superior General 
of the Society of Jesus stated, �It is time for the new and final purification of the Church in 
preparation for the New Age kingdom.�  Rivera notes that Arrupe used ’purification’ as a 
key word to describe purging (or extermination) of all those who are unfaithful to the pope. 
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Library of Congress catalog card # 66-43354.  Double Cross, p 7, published by 
Chick Publications Inc; Ontario: 1981). 

 
Alberto Rivera claims that Jesuits take an oath to exterminate �heretics� (i.e those who 
reject the Catholic faith).   
 
Ellen White, Great Controversy, 1911 p 580  
�Who understands better than the papal leaders how to deal with those who are 
disobedient to the church?�  
 

The Catholic Encyclopedia  

"The severity of the anathema in the Old Testament is explained by the 
necessity there was of preserving the Jewish people and protecting them 
against the idolatry professed by the neighbouring pagans." 
www.newadvent.org/cathen/01455e.htm  

 

The Catholic church appears to officially agree that the idolatrous Canaanites were of 
necessity destroyed (genocided) to protect the purity of the true religion of the Israelites. 
The church will likely use the same logic to recommend that ’heretics’ who won’t accept 
legislated Sunday laws, should like-wise be destroyed.  
 
The Catholic Church organisation claims that the 6th commandment (called the 5th 
commandment) is not broken by killing people who are �workers of iniquity� i.e. heretics.  
  
If you agree with the doctrine of ’just persecution,’ you might be agreeing to your own 
death sentence. 

 

History repeatedly testifies that when dominant religious organisations 
have held theology that condones law-breaking, and socio-political 
power was available to them, then aggressive measures have been 
employed against non-believers (heretics).  
 
Aggression has been applied to effect a change in religious beliefs and 
practice - to bring non-conformers (heretics) �into  line� with the 
existing orthodox beliefs � or to kill the objector s. 
 
Consider the following lyric extracts from a song Simple Man, by Charlie Daniels. 
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wb41-jqiyE&feature=related ) 
 

 
�Well, if I had my way with people sellin’ dope 
I’d take a big tall tree and a short piece of rope 
I�d hang ’em up high and let ’em swing till the sun goes down.�  
 
Mosaic Law  
(Deut  21:22, 23)    
� And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put to death, and 
thou hang him on a tree:   His body shall not remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt 




